
 
 

Lists and Tables in HTML5: Organizing Web Content 

HTML5 offers robust features for displaying data in a structured, user-friendly, and 

readable manner, primarily through lists and tables. 

 

I. Lists in HTML5 

Lists are collections of related elements presented in an organized, precise, and easy-

to-understand way. They are categorized into two main types: Unordered Lists and 

Ordered Lists, with Description Lists also available. 

 

A. Unordered Lists 

An unordered list presents items as a bulleted list. 

Tags: 

• The <ul> tag defines the unordered list container. 

• The <li> tag represents each list item within the <ul> container. 

Styling Properties (CSS): 

• list-style-type: Controls the type of bullet marker. 

• list-style-image: Allows setting an image (e.g., url("image.jpg")) as the list item 

marker. 

• list-style-position: Specifies position of the bullet. 

 

B. Ordered Lists 

An ordered list displays items in a specific, numbered or sequenced order. 

Tags: 

• The <ol> tag defines the ordered list container. 

• The <li> tag represents each list item within the <ol> container. 

Attributes of <ol> Tag: 

• type: Style of list item markers ("1", "a", "A", "i", "I") 

• start: Starting value of list (e.g., <ol start="5">) 

• reversed: New HTML5 attribute that reverses order. 

 

C. Description Lists 

Used to define a list that includes terms and their descriptions. 

Tags: 

• <dl>: Description list container 

• <dt>: Term name 

• <dd>: Description for the term 

 

D. Nested Lists 

Lists can be nested to create multi-level structures. 

 

II. Tables in HTML5 



 
Tables display data in a structured, tabular format. 

 

A. Core Table Tags 

• <table>: Table container 

• <caption>: Title of the table 

• <tr>: Table row 

• <th>: Table heading 

• <td>: Table data 

 

B. Table Properties (CSS) 

• table-layout: auto | fixed 

• width / height: Table size 

• border / border-collapse / border-spacing 

• caption-side: Top or bottom 

• empty-cells: show | hide 

• padding: Space inside cells 

• :hover selector for hover effects 

• text-align and vertical-align for content positioning 

 

III. HTML5 Syntax Note 

HTML5 syntax is forgiving and case-insensitive. Self-closing tags like <img> are 

flexible. 

 

 


