
                                                                                

19BAE711-WORKING CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 

Working Capital Based on Operating Cycle 

Introduction 

The concept of working capital based on the operating cycle is integral to understanding how 

businesses manage their short-term assets and liabilities. The operating cycle, also known as 

the cash conversion cycle, represents the period it takes for a company to convert its 

investments in inventory and other resources into cash flows from sales. Effective 

management of the working capital in relation to the operating cycle ensures that a company 

has sufficient liquidity to maintain smooth operations and meet its short-term obligations. 

Operating Cycle 

The operating cycle consists of three main components: 

1. Inventory Period 

2. Accounts Receivable Period 

3. Accounts Payable Period 

Inventory Period 

The inventory period is the time it takes for a company to purchase raw materials, convert 

them into finished goods, and sell these goods. It can be divided into two sub-periods: 

 Raw Material Holding Period: Time taken to hold raw materials before they are used in 

production. 

 Finished Goods Holding Period: Time taken to sell the finished products after production. 

Accounts Receivable Period 

The accounts receivable period, also known as the collection period, is the time it takes for a 

company to collect payments from its customers after a sale has been made. 

Accounts Payable Period 

The accounts payable period, or the payment period, is the time it takes for a company to pay 

its suppliers after purchasing raw materials. 

Cash Conversion Cycle (CCC) 

The cash conversion cycle is the total time taken to convert cash invested in inventory back 

into cash through sales. It is calculated as: 



Importance of Working Capital Based on the Operating Cycle 

1. Liquidity Management: 
o Ensures the company has sufficient cash flow to meet short-term obligations and 

operational needs. 

2. Operational Efficiency: 
o Helps in maintaining a smooth production process and timely fulfillment of customer 

orders. 

3. Cost Management: 
o Minimizes holding costs and financing costs, thereby improving profitability. 

4. Risk Mitigation: 
o Reduces the risk of financial distress by maintaining a healthy balance between 

current assets and liabilities. 

5. Enhanced Decision-Making: 
o Provides valuable insights for better financial planning and strategic decision-making. 

Strategies for Managing Working Capital Based on the Operating Cycle 

Inventory Management 

1. Just-in-Time (JIT) Inventory: 
o Reduces holding costs by receiving goods only as they are needed in the production 

process. 

2. Economic Order Quantity (EOQ): 
o Determines the optimal order quantity that minimizes total inventory costs. 

3. Demand Forecasting: 
o Uses historical data and market analysis to predict future demand and adjust 

inventory levels accordingly. 

4. Inventory Turnover Ratio: 
o Monitors how often inventory is sold and replaced over a period. 

Receivables Management 

1. Credit Policies: 
o Establishes clear credit policies to manage the risk of bad debts and ensure timely 

collections. 

2. Credit Terms: 
o Offers favorable credit terms to encourage prompt payments from customers. 

3. Collection Procedures: 
o Implements efficient collection procedures to reduce the accounts receivable days. 

4. Accounts Receivable Aging Analysis: 
o Regularly reviews aging reports to identify and address overdue accounts. 

Payables Management 

1. Payment Terms: 
o Negotiates favorable payment terms with suppliers to optimize cash outflows. 

2. Early Payment Discounts: 
o Takes advantage of early payment discounts where beneficial. 

3. Accounts Payable Days: 



o Monitors accounts payable days to ensure timely payments without affecting supplier 

relationships. 

4. Cash Flow Forecasting: 
o Regularly forecasts cash flows to anticipate and plan for payment obligations. 

Key Metrics for Monitoring Working Capital Based on the Operating Cycle 

1. Inventory Turnover Ratio: 
o Formula: Cost of Goods Sold / Average Inventory 

o Interpretation: Indicates how efficiently inventory is managed. A higher ratio 

suggests efficient inventory management. 

2. Receivables Turnover Ratio: 
o Formula: Net Credit Sales / Average Accounts Receivable 

o Interpretation: Measures how effectively receivables are collected. A higher ratio 

indicates effective credit and collection policies. 

3. Payables Turnover Ratio: 
o Formula: Cost of Goods Sold / Average Accounts Payable 

o Interpretation: Indicates how quickly payables are settled. A higher ratio suggests 

prompt payment to suppliers. 

4. Days Sales Outstanding (DSO): 
o Formula: Average Accounts Receivable / Net Credit Sales ×\times× 365 

o Interpretation: Measures the average number of days it takes to collect receivables. 

A lower DSO indicates faster collection. 

5. Days Inventory Outstanding (DIO): 
o Formula: Average Inventory / Cost of Goods Sold ×\times× 365 

o Interpretation: Measures the average number of days inventory is held before it is 

sold. A lower DIO indicates efficient inventory management. 

6. Days Payable Outstanding (DPO): 
o Formula: Average Accounts Payable / Cost of Goods Sold ×\times× 365 

o Interpretation: Measures the average number of days it takes to pay suppliers. A 

higher DPO indicates efficient payable management. 

Example: Working Capital Based on the Operating Cycle 

Company: ABC Electronics 

Background: ABC Electronics, a mid-sized electronics manufacturer, experienced liquidity 

issues due to inefficient working capital management. The company had high inventory 

levels, delayed receivables, and mounting short-term debt. 

Challenge: Improve working capital management to enhance liquidity, reduce costs, and 

ensure smooth operations. 

Solution: 

1. Inventory Management: 
o Implemented JIT inventory system to reduce holding costs and improve efficiency. 

o Conducted regular inventory audits to identify and address discrepancies. 

2. Receivables Management: 
o Established stricter credit policies and offered early payment discounts to improve 

collection procedures. 

o Reduced accounts receivable days from 60 to 45. 



3. Payables Management: 
o Negotiated extended payment terms with suppliers to optimize cash outflows. 

o Prioritized payments based on cash flow forecasts. 

Results: 

 Improved liquidity and reduced reliance on short-term borrowing. 

 Lowered holding costs and interest expenses, enhancing profitability. 

 Streamlined operations, leading to more efficient production and timely fulfillment of 

customer orders. 

Conclusion 

Effective management of working capital based on the operating cycle is crucial for 

maintaining financial stability, supporting operational efficiency, and enhancing profitability. 

By implementing strategies for inventory management, receivables management, and 

payables management, businesses can optimize their working capital, reduce costs, and 

mitigate financial risks. Regular monitoring of key metrics and leveraging tools and 

techniques for working capital management further support informed decision-making and 

long-term financial health. Understanding and addressing the unique working capital needs of 

a business based on its operating cycle is essential for achieving sustainable growth and 

success in a competitive market. 

 


