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Definition & Purpose
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ANCIENT ORIGINS
1. Ancient Egypt (Ebers Papyrus, 1550 BC)
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2. Contributions from Ancient Greece
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3.ROMAN INFLUENCES
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MEDIEVEL DEVELOPMENT
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Renaissance and Early Modern Pharmacopoeias in Europe

11/14/2025 PIOC | ORIGINS OF PHARMACOPEIA| MRS. S.SWATHI |AP|SNSCPHS



9/2311/14/2025 PIOC | ORIGINS OF PHARMACOPEIA| MRS. S.SWATHI |AP|SNSCPHS

Establishment of the United States Pharmacopeia (1820)



10/2311/14/2025 PIOC | ORIGINS OF PHARMACOPEIA| MRS. S.SWATHI |AP|SNSCPHS

Formation of the British Pharmacopoeia (1864)
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Role in Standardizing Drug Purity
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History of Pharmacopoeia:
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Key Takeaways
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ASSESMENTS

1.What is the primary purpose of a pharmacopoeia as 
defined in the document?

A) To provide recipes for home remedies
B) To establish standards for the identity, quality, purity, 
strength, and packaging of pharmaceutical substances
C) To list only ancient medicinal plants
D) To regulate the pricing of drugs
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2. Which ancient document, dating back to 1550 BC, is 
described as a 20m scroll containing 877 remedies and 
emphasizing ingredient freshness for purity?
A) De Materia Medica
B) Canon of Medicine
C) Ebers Papyrus
D) Kitab al-Mansuri
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3.Who is credited with developing "galenicals" 
and introducing methods like percolation and 
expression, while warning about mold in 
remedies?
A) Hippocrates
B) Galen
C) Avicenna
D) Dioscorides
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4.In which year was the United States 
Pharmacopeia (USP) first established, and what 
was a key feature of its first edition?
A) 1864; Unified regional standards with arsenic 
tests
B) 1498; 168 standardized recipes
C) 1820; 217 drugs with bilingual entries and purity 
tests like ignition
D) 1618; 1,028 simples and 932 compounds
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5. Accord ing  to  the  docume nt ,  w h at  s i g n i f i ca nt 

contribution did Avicenna make in the medieval Arab 

world?

A) Classifying over 500 medicinal plants

B) Introducing sensory tests for opium adulteration

C) Developing an antidote with 64 ingredients

D) Documenting 760 drugs with taste/color impurity tests 

and alcohol distillation
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� Textbook References
1.Ebers Papyrus (1550 BC, Egypt) – Among the earliest medical records describing 877 remedies; established 
primitive purity standards through ingredient freshness.

2.Dioscorides’ De Materia Medica (60–78 AD, Greece) – Systematically classified over 600 plant-based 
drugs and introduced sensory tests for purity and adulteration.

3.Galen’s Compounded Formulations (129–216 AD, Rome) – Emphasized precise compounding, storage, 
and quality control—foundation for modern galenicals.

4.Avicenna’s Canon of Medicine (980–1037 AD, Arab World) – Introduced classification of 760 drugs with 
tests for adulteration and advocated purification by distillation.

5.United States Pharmacopoeia (1820) and British Pharmacopoeia (1864) – Established national 
standards with defined assays, impurity limits, and analytical tests for consistent drug purity.
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