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The Hidden Epidemic

Over 120 million people
worldwide are infected with
lymphatic filariasis, with

40 million disfigured and
incapacitated by the disease.

In India alone, 73 million people
are at risk, making it the world’s
largest burden.
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Three Parasitic Enemies ~ 30
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Wuchereria bancrofti causes 90% of infections globally, while Brugia
Brugia malayi and Brugia timori complete this parasitic trio.
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The Mosquito Vector Highway %=
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Rural
transmission
zones
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8-10 year lifespan inside human host
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‘Journey of Destruction’ o | =
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The parasite's 6-8 year lifespan creates
a slow, progressive blockade of the

Lymph nodes lymphatic system.
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Normal-sized

| h nod
ymph nodes Adult worms nest in lymph nodes

and vessels, while microfilariae
circulate in bloodstream, waiting
for the next mosquito bite.
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The Face of Elephantiasis

Normal Lymphedema Elephantiasis
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Chronic infection leads to lymphedema, elephantiasis, and
hydrocele—causing lifelong disability and social stigma.
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Indians Living with Lymphatic Filariasis
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Global burden:
120 million worldwide
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Mass Drug Administration

Annual treatment reaching 650+ million
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Breaking the Transmission Cycle

(Microfilariae Count)
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Mass Drug Administration
in action
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WHO's Elimination Strategy

Lo W

Mass Drug Vector o Community
Administration Control N, " Education

SR,
@ &

% bendazole
N
@57; L

——
Mass Drug Administration Vector Control “ws®™ " Community Education
Mass Drug Administration with DEC, Vector control through bed nets, Community education, awareness, and
albendazole, and ivermectin can reduce environmental management, and empowerment are crucial for sustained
microfilariae by 99% when 65% community education. impact and behavioral change.

population coverage is achieved.
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India’s Success Story
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630 million 2024

at risk

73 million
at risk

extensive elimination

endemic in 256

districts districts
From 630 n people at risk in 2004 to 73 million in

2024—India has eliminated lymphatic filariasis from
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The Path to Zero

With sustained commitment to mass drug administration and vector control,
we can eliminate lymphatic filariasis as a public health problem by 2030,
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Based on the image, identify
the most effective preventive
strategy to control filariasis
transmission ?
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Which level of prevention is
illustrated in the image?
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What 1s the main objective of
Mass Drug Administration in

filariasis control?
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Why 1s night blood sampling important
in filariasis surveillance?
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Which strategy 1s being
highlighted in the image?
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Thank you
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