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Social forestry is a concept that emerged in the mid-20th century as a response to the
increasing pressure on natural forests and the need for sustainable management of forest
resources. It involves the involvement of local communities in the management, protection,
and conservation of forests, with the aim of achieving both ecological and socio-economic
benefits.

The key objectives of social forestry include:

1. Environmental Conservation: Social forestry aims to protect and conserve the
environment by promoting afforestation, reforestation, and the sustainable use of forest
resources. It helps in combating deforestation, soil erosion, and desertification.

2. Community Involvement: The active participation of local communities in planning
and implementing social forestry projects is a crucial aspect. By involving communities, it
ensures that the people who live in or near forested areas have a stake in their sustainable
management.

3. Livelihood Improvement: Social forestry programs often have socio-economic
goals, aiming to improve the livelihoods of local communities. This can be achieved through
activities such as agroforestry, where trees are integrated into agricultural systems, providing
additional income sources for communities.

4. Biodiversity Conservation: By promoting the planting of diverse tree species, social
forestry contributes to biodiversity conservation. It helps create habitats for various flora and
fauna, promoting overall ecosystem health.

5. Water Resource Management: Trees play a crucial role in water resource
management. Social forestry projects often include the planting of trees along water bodies to
prevent soil erosion, improve water quality, and regulate water flow.

6. Climate Change Mitigation: Forests act as carbon sinks, helping to mitigate the
impacts of climate change. Social forestry contributes to this by increasing forest cover and
promoting sustainable forest management practices.

In many cases, social forestry initiatives are implemented through government programs,
NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations), and community-based organizations. These
initiatives can take various forms, including afforestation and reforestation programs,
agroforestry projects, and community-based forest management.

Successful social forestry requires collaboration and coordination among various
stakeholders, including government agencies, local communities, environmental
organizations, and researchers. The involvement of local communities ensures that the
benefits of forest management are shared equitably, and it promotes a sense of responsibility
and ownership among community members towards their local environment.



What is Social Forestry?

A practice that involves local communities in the management of forests. Aimed at meeting
both environmental and social objectives. Often focused on tree planting, afforestation, and
sustainable forest management. Designed to benefit local populations by providing resources
like wood and non-timber forest products. A strategy to reduce deforestation and promote
conservation. A way to empower communities and improve their livelihoods. Collaborative
and community-driven forestry initiatives.

Objectives of Social Forestry
Social forestry schemes have the following important objectives:

o To improve the environment to safeguard agriculture from the adverse effect of
various climatic factors.

o To expand fuel wood supply for domestic use, small timber for rural housing, fodder
for livestock, and minor forest produce for local small-scale businesses.

o To enhance the natural beauty of the landscape and create recreational forests for the
advantage of rural and urban populations.
To provide employment opportunities for untrained workers.
To effect the rehabilitation of lands.
Raising the standard of living and the quality of life of the people living in the rural
and urban areas.

Different Types of Social Forestry

Several different types of social forestry initiatives are implemented worldwide. Some of the
common types include:

o Agroforestry: This involves the integration of trees and crops on agricultural lands. It
enhances productivity, soil health, and ecosystem services.

o Community Forest Management: It involves local communities actively
participating in managing, protecting, and utilizing forest resources. It ensures
sustainable practices and community benefits.

o Urban Forestry: This focuses on the planting and managing of trees in urban areas.
It improves air quality, provides shade, enhances aesthetics, and promotes
biodiversity.

o Watershed Management: It involves the conservation and restoration of forests in
watersheds. This ensures water availability, controls soil erosion, and protects water
quality.

o Afforestation and Reforestation: These initiatives aim to establish new forests or
restore degraded areas. It is done by tree planting and reestablishing natural
ecosystems. Social Agroforestry combines agriculture and forestry practices to
support rural livelihoods, food security, and environmental sustainability.

o Joint Forest Management: It involves collaboration between local communities and
forest departments. It manages and conserves forest resources, sharing responsibilities
and benefits.

o Farm Forestry: This focuses on the integration of trees into agricultural landscapes.
It provides multiple benefits, such as timber, fuelwood, fodder, and soil conservation.



Benefits of Social Forestry

o Reduces carbon emissions: Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, which
helps to mitigate climate change.

o Improves air quality: Trees produce oxygen and filter pollutants from the air, which
can improve respiratory health.

o Conserves water: Trees help to prevent soil erosion and retain water, which can help
to improve agricultural yields and reduce the risk of flooding.

o Provides habitat for wildlife: Trees provide food and shelter for various animals,
which can help improve biodiversity.

o Creates jobs: Social forestry projects can create jobs for people in rural areas, which
can help to reduce poverty.

o Provides a source of income: Social forestry projects can provide communities with
a source of income. It includes the sale of timber, fuelwood, and other forest products.

o Improves the landscape: Trees can be used to improve the appearance of an area. It
can make it more attractive for people to live, work, and visit.



	What is Social Forestry?
	Objectives of Social Forestry

	Different Types of Social Forestry
	Benefits of Social Forestry

