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8.0 OBJECTIVES
After studying thisUnit, you should be ableto:

e Describethesgnificanceof an Election Commission;

® Discussthe Compostion of State Election Commission;

e Explanthepowersandfunctionsof State Election Commission;
e Highlight theroleof State Election Commission; and

e Examinetheimpact of State Election Commissionin democratic governanceat
thegrassrootslevel.

8.1 INTRODUCTION

For ademocratic polity, conduct of free, fair andimpartia electionsisconsideredto be
themost essentid feature. Indiahasthedistinction of being theworld'slargest democracy.
Asyou know, the Constitution of Indiaunder Article 324 has specifically provided for
anindependent Election Commission to conduct el ections of the President and Vice-
President of India; and el ectionsfor the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, Vidhan Sabhaand
Vidhan Parishad. After the 73 and 74" Constitutional Amendments, aprovisonwas
made to setup a State Election Commission (SEC), to carry out activitiesrelated to
supervision, direction and control of electionsto thelocal bodies-Panchayats and
Municipdities. Inthisunit, wewill befocusing onthesgnificance, composition, powers,
functionsand role of the SEC.

* Contributed by Prof. Swinder Singh, Department of Public Administration, USOL, Panjab
University, Chandigarh.




8.2 STATEELECTION COMMISSION:
SIGNIFICANCE

Thecrux of politica development inany country liesinthecultivation of ingtitutionsand
processes conduciveto peopl €’ s participation. Theinstitutions of local government
provideaway of reconciling people sdesires, their enthusiasm and active participation
ingovernance. In other words, theingtitutionsof local government fulfil thedemocratic
needs of people; and serve asthe channel s of expression of political consciousness.
Theloca government can contributein strengthening the democraticingtitutions, which
requiresincereefforts. For alongtime, thishasbeenaseriousprobleminindia. Since
Independence, most of the state governmentsin Indiahave been showing lukewarm
attitude towards the devel opment of self-governing local bodies. There hasbeen
widespread arbitrarinessin superseding theseingtitutions; and el ectionswerenot held
inmany statesfor years. An exampleon thiscount isthat of Himacha Pradesh, where
eectionsto ShimlaMunicipa Corporation dongwith 15townswereheldin 1986 after
agap of 26 years. Similar other examples can befound in variousother statestoo. In
Punjab, three Municipa Corporationswereestablishedin 1977, but theseremained as
undemocratic bodies for along period.

In order to remove this problem, there has been arepeated demand from various
cornersto deviseamechanismfor regular and fair electionsto theloca bodies. It was
fulfilled asapart of 73" and 74" Constitutional Amendment Acts, which carried the
provision of establishing a SEC to be appointed by the Governor to supervise, direct
and control the el ectionsto the Panchayat and Municipal bodies. Inthisregard, Article
243 ZA withArticle243K providesthat superintendence, direction, control relating to
conduct of al electionsof Panchayatsand Municipalitiesisto betheresponsibility of
the SEC. TheArticle 243 U, incorporated through the Constitutional amendment,
providesfor fixing thetenureof al loca bodiesat fiveyears, andin caseof dissolution
beforetheexpiry of fiveyears, theloca bodieswould go for re-election within aperiod
of sx monthsof dissolution. Thishighlightstheroleof aSEC to conduct regular eections
after theexpiry of every fiveyears, and whenever these arerequired in betweenfor the
resduetermonly.

Ever sincethe adoption of the Congtitutional provisions, the states passed their own
legidationsfor the Panchayats and Municipalities, and incorporated the provision for
setting up of aState Election Commission. However, some states, such asPunjab has
passed aseparate Act for setting up of the SEC. Most of the states constituted State
Election Commissions, which have been entrusted with the functions of conducting
regular, free, fair and impartial electionsto thelocal bodiesinthe state. It may be
added that the Commissions, would determine to what extent peopl€’ sinvolvement
could ultimately be secured to establish linkage betweenlocd |eadership and government
totrand ate policiesof thegovernment.

8.3 STATEELECTION COMMISSION:
COMPOSI TIONAND SETUP

In al the states, the State Election Commissions are headed by a State Election
Commissioner gppointed by the Governor. However in some stateslike Punjab, there
isaprovisionfor the appointment of aDeputy Election Commissioner. Inmost of the
states, a retired Civil servant or a Retired Judge is appointed as the Election
Commissioner. We may heretake up the case of Punjab.
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i)  Election Commissioner

The Governor by notificationinthe Official Gazette, appoints, @) an officer of the State
Government not below the age of fifty-five years, and of the rank of Financia
Commissioner, or the Principal Secretary to the State Government having serviceas
such for aminimum period of two yearsor b) aserving or retired Judge of the High
Court as State Election Commissioner.

Provided that no officer, who has attai ned such age of superannuation, asmay from
time to time be fixed by the State Government, shall be appointed as Election
Commissioner. On ceasing to hold office of Election Commissioner, She becomes
inligiblefor any further appointment under the State Government.

i)  Deputy Election Commissioner

The State Government appointsone or morethan one Deputy Election Commissioners
to assist the State Election Commissioner in thedischarge of her/hisdutiesunder this
Act and the rules made there under, and al so appoints Secretary to the SEC.

i) Other Election Officers

a) Didtrict Electoral Officer: ThereisaDistrict Electoral Officer for each
district, subject to the superintendence, direction and control of the SEC. At
thedigtrictleve, District Electora Officer mainly supervisesthe preparation,
revison and correction of electora rolls. Theofficer so performssuch other
functions, asentrusted to her/him by the SEC.

b) Electoral Registration Officer: Theelectoral rollsfor each Panchayat or
Municipality are prepared, and revised by an Electoral Registration Officer.
An Electoral Registration officer employs personsfor the preparation and
revision of theeectord rollsfor the Panchayatsor Municipalities.

c) ReturningOfficer: For every constituency, for every electiontofill aseat
or seatsin aPanchayat or Municipality, the SEC in consultation with the
State Government, designatesor nominatesan officer of the State Government
or of alocal authority asa Returning Officer, and one or more Assistant
Returning Officers.

d) Polling Sations and Presiding Officers: District Electoral Officer,
providesasufficient number of polling stationsfor every congtituency, within
her/hisjurisdiction, and publishesalist showing thepolling stationsand the
polling areasor groupsof voters.

TheDigtrict Electora Officer appointsaPresiding Officer for each polling station and
Polling Officer(s) ass/hethinks necessary. Inthisregard, aPolling Officer, asper the
direction of Presiding Officer, performsthefunctions.

Dutiesof Presiding Officer: At apolling station, the Presiding Officer ensuresorder
andfair conduct of polls; and the Polling Officer assistsher/him in the performance of
her/hisfunctions.

In another state, that is, Tamil Nadu, the SEC isheaded by an Election Commissioner
who is assisted by a Secretary. The Secretary is assisted by a large number of
adminigraiveandtechnica gaff, suchasChief Adminigrative Officer, Financia Advisor
and Chief AccountsOfficer, Principa Election Officer (Panchayats), Principa Election
Officer (Municipdities), Lega Advisor, Public Relations Officer (PRO), Computer
Programmer, etc.



84 STATEELECTIONCOMMISSION: POWERS

Besdestheabove stated functionsof aSEC, itisgenerally enabled to exercisecertain
powersinorder to smooth dischargeof itsduties. The Punjab State Election Commission,
foringtance, providesfor thefollowing set of powers(Punjab State Election Commisson,
http://www.pbsec.gov.iry).

8.4.1 Power of Election Commission as a Civil Court

The Election Commission hasthe power of aCivil Court for aninquiry, inthefollowing
metters.

)  Summonsand enforcesthe attendance of any person, and examining her/himon
oath.

i)  Requiresthediscovery and production of documentsor other material object
producibleasevidence.

i)  Requisitionsof publicrecord or acopy thereof fromany court or office.
IV) Recelvesevidenceonaffidavits.
V) Issuesordersfor theexamination of witnessor documents.

In addition, the SEC hasthe power to inquire any person subject to any privilege,
which may be claimed by her/himto furnishinformation on such pointsor matter asin
itsopinion may beuseful for the subject matter of inquiry.

The SEC is deemed to be a Civil Court and when any such offence (section 175,
section 178, section 179, section 180 or 228 of the Indian Penal Code 1860) is
committed intheview or presence of the Commission, it forwardstherecorded facts
constituting the offence and the statement of the accused to a Magistrate having
juridiction.

8.4.2 Power to Make Rules

The State Government, after due consultationwith the SEC, by natificationinthe Officia
Gazette, makesrulesfor carrying out the purposes, for following matters:

I)  Thedutiesof the Presiding Officersand Polling Officers.
i)  Thechecking of voterswith referenceto theelectoral roll.
i)  Themanner inwhich votesareto begivenintheconstituency.

Iv)  Theprocedureto befollowed in case of tendering avote by aperson representing
hersalf/himsalf to bean el ector.

v)  Themanner of giving and recording of votesby meansof voting machines, andthe
procedure asto befollowed at polling station where such machineswill be used.

vi)  Thesecurity and counting of votes beforethe declaration of result of election.
vii) Theprocedurefor counting of votesrecorded by meansof voting machine.

viii) Thesafecustody of balot boxes, voting machines, ballot papersand other necessary
papers for the specific period for which such papers shall be preserved; and
ingpection and production of such papers.
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iX) Theplace, date and timeat which claimsor objections shall be heard; and the
manner in which such claimsor objections shall be heard and disposed of .

X)  Thefinal publication of electord rollsfor the congtituencies.
xi)  Electionagents, €l ection expensesand so on.
Check Your Progress1
Note:i) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
i)  Check your answer with thosegiven at theend of the Unit.

1) Whatisthebasicpurposeof setting up of a State Election Commission?

Beforeweinterpret thefunctionsof State Election Commission, it would be appropriate
to haveabrief |ook on thefunctions of the Election Commission at the Centre. These
functionsare outlined in Article 324-329 of the constitution.

i)  TheElection Commission supervises, directs, control and conductstheelections
inthecountry. Itischarged with theresponsibility to conduct freeandfair elections.

i) It preparestheelectoral rollsof each constituency of Lok Sabhaasalso of the
stateVidhan Sabha. Theeectoral rollsarerevised and updated after every census
operation and before every eection.

ii) It conductsthedectionsto the L ok Sabhaand state Vidhan Sabhaswhenever the
electionsfal due. It dso holdsthe bye-elections. It isresponsiblefor conducting
electionsto the Vidhan Parishads (upper house of the tatelegidature) wherever



they exist. It also conducts electionsto the Rajya Sabha/after every two years
since /39 members of the RgjyaSabharetire after every two years.

Iv)  Itconductstheé ectionsof the President of Indiaand theVice-President whenever
they fall due. It preparesthevoterslist and worksout the quotaof votesneeded to
wintheelection aong with thewel ghtageand thevaueof eachvoter of Electoral

College.

V)  Inordertoconduct the e ection, the Election Commission can demand the services
of required personsfromthe centreaswell asthestates. Out of these officias, the
Commission appointsthe Returning Officers, the Presiding Officersand other
polling officers.

vi) After the Genera Election, the Election Commission grantsrecognitionto the
political parties- whether theparty isaNationa level or aStatelevel.

vii) Inorder to conduct the electionsin afair and impartial manner, the Election
Commission determinesand announcesthe code of conduct for theeection.

vii) The Commission aso grants symbols for the election to the “1ndependent”
candidates.

After aclear understanding of theroleand functionsof the Finance Commission at the
Centre, in the subsequent section, wewill explainthefunctions of SEC.

8.5 STATEELECTIONCOMMISS ON: FUNCTIONS

Asnoted earlier, the State Election Commission in each state has been constituted to
conduct freeandfair electionstotheloca bodies. For thispurpose, theCommissionis
required to undertake alarge number of functionsand related activities. For instancein
Gujarat, the SEC carriesout activitiesrel ated to preparation of wards/election divison
asper local body’srules, decision of boundaries, and distribution of seatsalong with
preparation of voterslist for thelocal bodieslike Gram Panchayat, Talukaand District
Panchayat/Municipaity and Municipa Corporation of thestate; and conducting general/
mid-term/bye-elections, and supervising them. For al thesefunctions, theauthority is
vested in the SEC under Article 243K under which it has been empowered with
superintendence, direction and control of elections of local bodies. We can, now,
elaborate abit on the following functions of SEC being undertaken in most of the
Sates:

I)  Preparation of Electoral Ralls: For every Panchayat and Municipality thereis
andectord roll, whichisprepared under the superintendence, directionand control
of the SEC. Theé ectord roll for each constituency isprepared inthe prescribed
manner and comesinto forcein accordancewith therulesmade under the Act.

TheElectora Rollsfor every Congtituency isrevised:
a) beforeevery genera eection; and
b) beforeevery bye-dectiontofill acasua vacancy.

i)  Appointment of Datesfor Nominations, etc.: Assoon asthenotification calling
upon aconstituency to elect amember isissued, the SEC appoints:

a) lastdatefor making nominations, whichisthe seventh day after the date of
publication of thefirst mentioned notification; andin case of public holiday,
the next succeeding day, that is, not apublic holiday;
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b) datefor thescrutiny of nominationsfor eection;

c) lastdateforthewithdrawal of candidature by the candidate;
d) datewhenapoll hasto betaken; and

e) lastdate, beforewhichtheelectionisto be completed.

i) PublicNoticeof Election: Onissuance of anoatification, the Returning Officer
givespublic noticeof theintended e ection, inviting nominationsof candidatesfor
election; and specifying the placeat which the nomination paperswill beddivered.

iv)  Nomination of Candidatesfor Election: Any citizen may benominated asa
candidatefor eectiontofill asedt, if gheisqudified.

V) Publication of List of Contesting Candidates: After theexpiry of period within
which candidaturesare withdrawn, the Returning Officer preparesand publishes
alist of contesting candidates, that is, thelist of vaidly nominated candidates, who
havenot withdrawn their candidatureswithinthelaid period. Thelist containsthe
namesin al phabetical order and the addresses of the contesting candidates as
giveninthenomination papers, which weretogether with other particulars.

vi) Fixing Timefor Poll: The SEC fixesthe hoursduring whichthe poll will be
conducted, and thefixed hoursare published. Theperiod dlotted for polling at an
€l ection cannot belessthan eight hoursaday.

vii) Adjournment of Poll in Emer gencies: If the proceedingsat any polling station
areinterrupted or obstructed, the Presiding Officer may announcean adjournment
of thepoll under her/hisjurisdiction.

viii) Countingof Votes: After every ection of Panchayat or Municipality, votesare
counted under the supervision and direction of the Returning Officer.

8.6 ELECTIONTRIBUNAL

Someof the stateshave provided for aprovision to setup an Election Tribunal at the
Statelevel to take up el ection related disputes. Inthisregard, in Punjab, an Election
Tribund iscongtituted by the State Government in consultation with the SEC for each
district or part thereof, at the District or Sub-Divisional Headquarters. The State
Government by Notification in the officia gazette appointsan |ASor PCSClass|/
Group A Officer of the State Government having adequate administrative, legal or
magisteria experience, asthe Presiding Officer of an Election Tribundl.

Itisto benoted that no electioniscalled in question, except by an Election Petition
presented in accordancewith the provision of theAct. Inthisregard, only the Election
Tribunal, havingjurisdiction, hasthe power to adjudicate upon the El ection Petitions.
However, the Election Tribunal in its discretion may, in the interest of justice or
conveniencetry an Election Petition wholly or partly, at aplace other than its specified
headquarters.

ProcedurebeforetheElection Tribunal

Subject to the provision of theAct, every Election Petitionistried by the Election
Tribund, asnearly asmay be in accordancewith the procedure contained in the Code
of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Central Act 5 of 1908) to thetrial of suits. “The Election
Tribunal shall havethediscretion to refuse, for reasonsto berecorded inwriting, to
examineany witnessor witnesses, if itisof the opinion that theevidence of suchwitness



or witnessesisnot material for the decision of the el ection petition or that the party
tendering such witness or witnessesisdoing so on frivolousgroundsor withaview to
delay the proceedings of the el ection petition.” (Punjab State Election Commission
Act, 1994, Chapter X11 (81)). Theprovisonsof thelndian EvidenceAct, 1872 (Centra
Act 1 of 1872) subject totheprovisionsof theAct, apply inal respectstothetria of an
Election Petition. First of dl, wewill discussthe corrupt practicesand e ectora offences,
which can be observed during the e ections.

Corrupt Practicesand Electoral Offences

Hereit would also be appropriate, if we havealook into the general corrupt practices
duringthedections.

Thefollowing are deemed to be corrupt practicesunder the SEC Act (Punjab):

) Bribery

i) Any gift offer or promise by acandidate or her/his el ection agent of any
gratificationtoany persondirectly or indirectly inducing:

ad A personto stand or not to stand asacandidate at an el ection; or

b) Aneélectortovoteor refrainfromvoting, especially at an election or as
arewardto:

— acitizenfor having so stood or not stood as a candidate, or for
having withdrawn, or not having withdrawn her/hiscandidature, or

— andector for voting or refrained fromvoting.

i)  Thereceipt/agreement to receive, any gratification, whether asanative or
reward:

ad by apersonfor standing asacandidate or withdrawing from being a
candidate; or

b) by apersonfor hersalf/himself for voting or refraining fromvoting, or
inducing any elector to voteor refrain fromvoting, or any candidateto
withdraw her/hiscandidature.

[1) Undueinfluence, that is, any interference or attempt to interfere onthe part of the
candidate or her/hiselection agent, with thefree exercise of any electora right. In
thiscontext, theAct providesthat:

i) Without prejudiceto thegeneraity of the provisionsof thisclause, any such
person who:

a) threatensany candidateor any dector, withinjury of any kindincluding
socia ostracismand ex-communi cation or expulsion fromany casteor
community; or

b) inducesor attemptstoinduce acandidate or an elector to believethat
s/hewill be considered asan object of divinedispleasure or spiritual
censure, shall bedeemedtointerferewiththefreeexerciseof aneectora
right of acandidate or elector.

ii) A declaration of public policy or apromise of public action or the mere
exerciseof alegd right without intent tointerferewith an e ectord right, shall
not be deemed to be an interference.
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[11) Theappea by acandidate or her/hisagent with the consent of acandidateto vote
or refrain fromvoting for any person onthebasisof her/hisreligion, race, caste,
community or language or the use of , or appeal to religious symbolsor the use of
national symbols, likethe nationd flag for thefurtherance of the prospects of the
election of that candidate.

I\VV) Thepromotion of feeling of enmity or hatred between different classes of the
citizensof Indiaon basisof religion, race, caste, community, or language, by a
candidate or her/hisagent with the consent of acandidatefor the furtherance of
the prospects of the el ection of that candidate.

V) Thepropagation of the practice or the commission of Sati oritsglorification by a
candidate or her/hisagent with the consent of the candidatefor furtherance of the
prospectsof dection of that candidate. Explanation for the purposesof thisclause,
“sati” and “glorification” inrelation to sati shall have the meaning respectively
assigned to her inthe commission of Sati (prevention) Act, 1987.

V1) Thepublication by acandidate or her/hisagent with the consent of acandidate, of
any statement of fact, whichisfase, and which ghebelievesto befd seregarding
the personal character or conduct of candidate, in relation to the candidature, or
withdrawd, of any candidate, being astatement reasonably ca culated to prejudice
the prospectsof that candidate’ selection.

VII) Thehiring or procuring, any vehicleby acandidate or her/hisagent with the consent
of acandidate or the use of such vehiclefor thefree conveyance of any elector
other than the candidate hersel f/himself, themembersof her/hisfamily or anagent,
to or fromany polling station: & Thehiring of avehicleor vessal by an elector or
by severd electorsat their joint costsfor conveying her/him or themto and from
any polling station or placefixed for the poll isnot deemed to beacorrupt practice,
if thevehicleso hiredisavehicleor vessal not propelled by mechanical power.
b) Theuseof any public transport vehicle or vessal or any trencher or railway
carriage by any eector at her/hisown cost for going to or coming fromany polling
station or placefixed for the poll isnot deemed to be corrupt practice.

V1I1) The obtaining or, procuring or abetting or attempting to obtain or procureby a
candidate or her/hisagent with the consent of acandidate any assistance other
than giving of votefor thefurtherance of the prospectsof that candidate' selection,
from any personinthe Government service.

IX) Boothcapturing

In case of booth capturing by acandidate or her/hisagent, the expression “ agent”
includesan election agent, apolling agent who isheld to have acted asan agentin
connectionwith theed ectionwith the consent of the candidate. A personisdeemed
to assist infurtherance of the prospects of acandidate' selection, if heactsasan
€l ection agent of that candidate.

Promoting Enmity between Classes

A person who has connection with an election, promotesand attempts on the basis of
religion, race, caste, language etc., feelings of enmity between different classesof the
citizens, is punishablewith imprisonment for aterm that may extend to threeyearsor
withfineor with both.

Appeal toHigh Court

In case, thedecision of Election Tribuna isnot withstanding anything containedin any



other law for thetime beinginforce, an appeal can be madeto the High Court onany
questionwhether it pertainstolaw or fact from every order madeby an Election Tribundl.

8.7 ROLEOFSTATEELECTIONCOMMISSON

Asmandated by the 73 and 74" Constitutional Amendment Acts, the State Election
Commissionswere established and are playing animportant role of strengthening the
grassrootsdemocracy inthe country. These areworking onthe similar pattern of the
central Election Commission, and are enjoying moreor less, smilar powerstowards
the conduct of freeand fair electionsto thelocal bodies. To thiseffect, the SECsare
performing avariety of functionsandrole. Their rolemay be categorised asRegulatory,
Adminigrative, and Quas-Judicid.

The State Finance Commission’sregulatory roleisclearly reflected fromitsfunctions
listed earlier. Itspower to control and regul ate the delimitation of wardsor territoria
congtituencies, eection symbols, e ectord rolls, e ection expenses, etc. arethesgnificant
regulatory tasks, which are essentia for the smooth conduct of any el ection. Towards
the conduct of elections, alarge number of preparatory tasks are required to be
performed with the help of its own staff; and staff of other departmentsat thelocal
level. Thisinvolvesavariety of administrative and routinefunctionsto beundertaken by
the SEC. At the sametime, the SEC hasto undertake some quasi-judicial functions
during theelection process. Infact, inany el ection processsomedisputesarelikey to
be raised by one or the other party. The SECs are empowered to dispose of such
€lection petitionsor appedls, etc. in order to declare the e ection resultsin atimebound
manner. As per the provisions of Article 243 (O) theinterference by the courtshave
been barred, however, appeal against the decision of the SEC may be madein the
court, if thereisanerror or disputeof jurisdictionor thereisaviol ation of any Conditutiona
provision. To thiseffect, earlier common complaints of irregular el ections are now
negligible; and wherever such incidentsarereported, these are generally resolved by
theCommission.

Check Your Progress?2
Note:i) Usethespacegivenbelow for your answers.
ii)  Check your answer with those given at theend of the Unit.

1) Discussthemgor functionsof State Election Commission?
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3) Highlighttheroleof State Election Commission.

8.8 CONCLUSON

Indiaisoneof thevibrant democratic country intheworld. Thefaithful dischargeof its
duties by the State Election Commission has put democracy onthefirmfooting. The
Commission over theyearshasenhanced itscredibility by fair, fearlessand impartial
exerciseof itscondtitutiona authority in cleansing theIndian electora system. Withthe
enactment of 73“and 74" Congtitutiona Amendmentsto the Congtitution abig milestone
hasbeen added in the process of establishing and strengthening the system of democratic
decentrdisation. Inthisunit, we have described the significance, compaosition, powers,
functionsand role of the State Election Commission. It has been observed that the
SECsareplayingimportant rolein conducting free, fair and timely electionsin order to
strengthen therootsof democracy inIndia

8.9 GLOSSARY

Electoral College :  Itmeansabody of electorsempowered to el ect
someoneto aparticular office.

Electoral Rall . Itisaligof digiblevotersinaparticular eectord
district area, and who areregistered to vote.

Nomination . Itisapart of theprocessof selectingacandidate
for electiontoapublicoffice.

Petition . Awritten document, Sgned by many people, that
asksagovernment to do or change something at
thelocal levdl.

Polling Officer : Sheisanofficia responsiblefor the proper and

orderly voting at polling stations.

Returning Officer . Thereturning officer isrespongblefor theconduct
of eectionsinthe Congtituency. Sheensuesthat
electionsare conducted in accordancewith the
law.
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8.11 ANSWERSTO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
EXERCISES

Check Your Progress1

1) Your answer shouldincludethefollowing points.

e To conduct free and fair elections to the local bodies-Panchayats and
Municipdities
e Toconductregular elections.
2) Your answer shouldincludethefollowing points:
® Refer Section8.3

3) Your answer shouldincludethefollowing points:

e  Summoning of any person, documents; receiving evidence/affidavits; and
requisitioning of any public document; and

e Power to makevariousrules.
Check Your Progress?2
1) Youranswer shouldincludethefollowing points:
® Preparationof Electora Rall;
e Nomination of Candidatesfor Elections,
e Publicationof listsof candidates, and
e Conducting pollsand counting of votes.
2)  Your answer shouldincludethefollowing points:
® Bribery;
® Receipt of reward,
e  Undueinfluence; and

e Promotion of feeling of enmity or hatred between different classesof citizens
of India.

3) Your answer shouldincludethefollowing points:

® Refer Section8.7
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