CLASSIFICATION OF CUBIC SURFACES WITH COMPUTATIONAL METHODS
Michela Brundu® - Alessandro Logar?

Abstract. The aim of the paper is the study the orbits of the action of PGL, on the space P
of the cubic surfaces of P3, i.e. the classification of cubic surfaces up to projective motions. All
the cubic surfaces with finitely many lines are parametrized by a variety @ C P!, explicitely
constructed as the union of (22) disjoint irreducible components which are either points or open
subsets of linear spaces. More precisely, the orbit of each cubic surface intersects one component
X of Q in a finite number of points and the action of PGLy4 restricted on each component X
is equivalent to the action of a finite group Gx, which is explicitely computed. Finally the
cubic surfaces of each component of Q are studied in details by determining their stabilizers,
their rational representations and whether they can be expressed as the determinant of a 3 x 3
matrix of linear forms.

The results are obtained with computational techniques and with the aid of some computer
algebra systems like CoCoA, Macaulay and Maple.

INTRODUCTION

Algebraic surfaces of degree 3 in the projective space have been studied for many years from several
different points of view. The nice configuration of the 27 lines on a smooth cubic surface and its degenerations
in the singular cases, as well as the possibility of a classification of these surfaces have been investigated since
the last century by Salmon [Sa], Schléfli [Scl] and Cayley [Ca] and, more recently, by other authors: among
them we recall B. Segre [S] and Yu. Manin [M]. Therefore many aspects of cubic surfaces are classical and
very well-understood.

In the last two decades, the development of algorithms, their successful implementation in various
computer algebra systems and, above all, the improvement of computer technology have provided additional
important tools for investigating new and old mathematical problems.

In this paper we propose to use such tools to present a novel approach to the study of cubic surfaces. By
doing so, we not only recover well-known results, but are also able to classify cubic surfaces, giving explicit
models of each class and studying each model completely.

More precisely, this paper deals with the study of the action of the group PGL, of linear transformations
of P3 on the variety of cubic surfaces. This problem was already considered by a number of authors (see [B],
[BD], [Sel], [Se2], [DO], ...) but, apparently, a complete answer has not been given so far. What we obtain
here is an explicit construction and the complete classification of the orbits of all the cubic surfaces (with
finitely many lines).

The first remark we make in this paper is that almost all cubic surfaces of P? (and in particular all the
smooth ones) contain a specific configuration of five lines (here called an “L-set”) which can be fixed up to
a projective motion of P3. Moreover such L-sets characterize the elements of PGLy, i.e. given two L-sets,
there exists exactly one projectivity which maps the first one into the second one. Therefore, in order to
classify cubic surfaces up to projectivity, the first step can be to fix a specific L-set and study the linear
system of cubic surfaces through it, which turns out to be a four—dimensional projective space. We show
that this P* parametrizes all the smooth cubic surfaces and also some singular ones. Therefore, we determine
the equation of the subvariety (hypersurface) X of P* whose points correspond to singular cubic surfaces.
However the space P*\ ¥ is not yet the minimal space parametrizing smooth cubic surfaces, since more than
one point of it (precisely 25,920 in the general case) belongs to the same orbit. A deeper analysis of this
situation leads to realize that there is a further action of a finite group G (an index two subgroup of the
Weyl group Eg, hence of order 25,920) on P4\ X such that its quotient by G is precisely the orbit space of
smooth cubic surfaces.
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The next step is the study of singular cubic surfaces. First we consider those which do not contain an
L-set: they give rise (when irreducible and not ruled) to 12 distinct orbits (represented by specific cubic
surfaces, say 11, ..., T12) and a set of orbits parametrized by P!\ A (where A is a finite set) and represented
by a one-dimensional family T13(p, q), (p,q) € P\ A. The orbits listed here correspond precisely to those
cubic surfaces which contain a specific configuration of lines, e.g. the orbit of T is the set of all cubic surfaces
containing exactly one line, the orbit of T5 consists of those cubic surfaces containing two meeting lines, ...,
the union of the orbits of the Ti3(p, q)’s is the set of all cubic surfaces containing precisely 7 lines having a
peculiar incidence relation (see Figure 1 below for the complete list of the configurations of lines).

Successively, we consider the singular cubic surfaces containing an L-set. They are already parametrized
by ¥ C P* (at least in a rough way: the orbit of any singular cubic surface of this type intersects ¥ only
in a finite number of points). We can however be much more precise: we can indeed divide the orbits of
these singular cubic surfaces into 8 other disjoint classes (according to the number of singular points and
the number of lines): the first class consists of cubic surfaces with one singular point and 21 lines and
is parametrized by an open subset of a three-dimensional linear space, the second class consists of cubic
surfaces with two singular points and 16 lines and is parametrized by an open subset of a two—dimensional
linear space, ..., each of the last two classes consists of a single orbit, which collects, respectively, cubics
with four singular points and 9 lines and three singular points and 8 lines (see Theorem 1.9). This is, in
short, the contents of Section 1.

In Section 2 we begin the study of the orbits of T1,...,Ti2, T13(p, q) and we show that all these cubic
surfaces, except those projectively equivalent to 77, can be expressed as the determinant of 3 x 3 matrices
of linear forms. Since all the remaining cubic surfaces (i.e. those containing an L-set, ruled surfaces, cones
and the reducible ones) also have this property, we prove in this way that 77 is the only cubic surface, up to
a projective motion, which is not the determinant of a matrix of linear forms. Moreover, we give a rational
representation of T4, ..., T2, T13(p, ¢), expressing each of them as the blow—up of the plane at six points.

In Section 3 we analyze the groups of projective motions of T} ..., T12, T13(p, ), describing each of them
in terms of generators and relations.

In Section 4 we study the smooth cubic surfaces: we represent each of them as the determinant of a
3 x 3 matrix and also as a rational variety (i.e. as the blow—up of the plane at six points in general position),
we determine the explicit equations of their 27 lines and we describe the action of the Weyl group Eg in
terms of L-sets.

Finally, Section 5 and 6 contain the proofs of the results stated in Section 1, together with a more
detailed study of the singular cubic surfaces containing an L-set. In this paper we do not analyze cubic
surfaces with infinitely many lines, but their classification (although rather long) is quite easy.

The classification of the cubic surfaces given in this paper can be compared with that given by Schlafli
and Cayley (based on the identification of the types of singularity) and presented in a modern language
by Bruce and Wall in [BW]. It turns out that the known classification is coarser than that one given here.
First of all, many singular cubic surfaces (with the same number of lines and the same kind of singularities)
are here parametrized by linear spaces of positive dimension. Even more, we remark that the specific cubic
surfaces Ty and Ty (which lye in the same class according to Schlafli-Cayley) are not projectively equivalent.

As already noted, on the space P*\ ¥ acts a finite group G such that (P*\ X)/G is the orbit space of
smooth cubic surfaces. An analogous construction can be worked out for each of the other components of
the variety Q (parametrizing the cubic surface with finitely many lines) introduced in Theorem 1.9: one can
find suitable finite groups acting on these components in such a way that the corresponding quotients give
the orbit spaces (see Section 6). A deeper study of the actions of these groups with the aim of obtaining
either the moduli spaces and a complete description of the groups of automorphisms of all the cubic surfaces
will be the objective of a further investigation.

One of the aims of this paper is to give a self-contained exposition of the subject presented; the techniques
used to prove most theorems are quite elementary, but in many cases they require a careful use of a computer
algebra system. For instance, a typical intermediate computation we shall perform many times is the following
(see Lemma 2.2): we have the equation of a cubic surface S, whose coefficients depend on several parameters;
we intersect S with the generic plane 7 through a line [ (of given equation) contained in .S, obtaining a plane
cubic curve which splits into the line [ and a conic C' C w. The usual problem we have to solve is to find
out for which planes 7 the conic C is reducible, i.e. its discriminant vanishes. Of course, this procedure is
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elementary from a theoretical point of view; nevertheless, if there are many parameters involved (as it indeed
happens in our situation) one can carry out such computations only with a ‘suitable’ use of some symbolic
computation package.

In particular, many computations were performed using Maple (mainly for manipulating multivariate
polynomials and for their factorization), while in a few instance some checks were done with Grobner bases
techniques and the aid of Macaulay (see [BS]) and CoCoA (see [CNR)).

The computations where done on a DEC Alpha 3000/300 workstation; some of them could be carried
out successfully on a smaller computer.

1. MAIN RESULTS

Let K be an algebraically closed field of characteristic 0.
We recall that the space of all cubic surfaces of P? := P3(K) can be parametrized by the projective space
P = PY(K), ie. if

F .= a1x2y + a2x2z + a3:10y2 + agzyz + aszyt + a6:1022 + arxzt + agy2t + agyzt + aloyt2—|— )

a112® + a122°t + ar33t® + a1ay® + a15y°2 + aryz® + a172° + a182%t + a1zt + agot®

is a cubic form in the variables z,y, z,t defining a cubic surface S := V(F) C P3, then we associate with
it the point (ay,...,a2) € P1Y; observe that with this notation we have fixed particular coordinates of P?
and these will be the coordinates of P'? we shall use from now on.

By PGLy4 := PGL4(K) we denote the group of projectivities of P2, which acts canonically on P as follows:
given a cubic surface S := V(F) C P? and an element A € PGLy, denoting by X the column vector of the
variables x,y, 2, t, let us define the form AF € k[x,y, z,t] by

(AF)(z,y,2,1) == F(AX).
In this way the cubic form (AF)(x,y, z,t) defines a new cubic surface, say A(S), in P2. We shall denote by
(’)EGL“ (or simply by Og) the orbit of S under the above action.

We want to study these orbits in P19, i.e. we want to describe cubic surfaces up to a linear change of
coordinates. First of all we partition P1? into two classes: A and B := P\ A, where

A := {cubic surfaces containing a finite number of lines}
and
B := {cubic surfaces containing an infinite number of lines}.

It is clear that A and B are stable under the action of PGL4. Moreover, if S is a c.s. having a finite number
n of lines, then all the cubic surfaces in Og have the same number n of lines and, even more, with the same
incidence relations.

The following well-known result (see for instance [C]) characterizes the objects of class B:

Theorem 1.1. The class B consists of:
i) the reducible cubic surfaces;
ii) the irreducible cones;
iii) the irreducible cubic surfaces having a double line (i.e. the general ruled cubic surfaces).

Proof. See Section 5.

In the sequel surfaces of type iii) above will be simply called “ruled surfaces” (RS); it is understood
that cones and reducible cubic surfaces are not in the class RS.
In this paper we are concerned about the c.ss. in the class A. The first tool we shall use is the following;:
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Definition. Let (I1,...,l5) be a 5-tuple of lines of P? intersecting according to the following conditions:

lo meets l1, 13,15 in three different points, I, meets [; and [3 in two different points

and there are no other intersections

Such a system of lines will be called an L-set (of lines).

Notation. If A and B are two points, then (A 4+ B) denotes the line through them; if r and s are two
meeting lines, then (r + s) denotes the plane containing them.

The following fact holds:

Lemma 1.2. Let (I1,...,l5) and (I1,...,l) be two L-sets. Then there exists exactly one projectivity which
maps l; to I}, for any i =1,...,5.

Proof. Let A, B,C, D, E be the five intersection points of the first L-set, i.e.
A=10l1Nly, B=hNl,, C=liIsnly, D=lIlnl;, E=INIs

and let P := Iy N {la+15), Q := (P+D)Nls. It is easy to see that A, B,C,E,Q are five points in
general position. Denoting by A’, B, C’, E’, Q' the analogous points arising from the L-set (I1,...,1}), from
the fundamental theorem of projectivities, there exists exactly one projectivity mapping A, B,C, E, @ into
A',B',C' E', Q' respectively, hence mapping also [; into I}, for i = 1,...,5. O

We see therefore that L-sets characterize linear changes of coordinates in P3. The first application of
L-sets is the following;:

Theorem 1.3. Any smooth cubic surface of P? passes through an L-set; more precisely, it contains exactly
25,920 L-sets.

Proof. See Section 5.

As far as properties defined up to a linear change of coordinates are concerned, lemma 1.2 suggests that
it is sufficient to consider a specific L-set; we fix for instance the following

h=(y,2); lb=(xy); l=(2t); l=@-ty—2z); ls:=@-yz2+t) (1)

where the symbol (f, g) represents the line of equations f = 0 = g. From now on, by L* we shall denote the
L-set (11,12,15,14,15) above.

If we take the generic cubic surface and we require that it contains the L*-set, we obtain a linear system
of cubic surfaces of dimension 4 which can be described for instance by the following equation:

a(2z?y—2xy* + w2 —xzt—yt* +yzt) +b(v—t) (vz+yt) fo(z+t) (yt—z2) +d(y—2) (z2+yt)+g(z—y) (yt—22) = 0

(2)
If P = (a,b,c,d,g) is a point of the space P* defined above, then by Sp we mean the corresponding c.s. of
P3 given by (2).

We denote by
¢ :P* — P the map defined by P = (a,b,c,d,g)— coordinates of Sp
i.e., if we use the coordinates of P1? introduced before in (0) and the equation (2), we get:
¢(a,b,c,d, g) = (2a,b—g,—2a,d+ g,b+g,a—d—c,—a—b—c,d—g,a+c—d,—a—b+¢,0,...,0).
Note that ¢ is a linear, one-to-one map. In the sequel we shall identify ¢(P*) with P*, hence (a,b, c,d, g)
can represent either a point of P4 or the corresponding point ¢(a, b, ¢, d, g) € P19,

From 1.3 and 1.2 we see that the family (2) describes, in particular, all the smooth c.ss. up to pro-
jectivities. Of course, among the surfaces of (2), there are also singular and reducible ones. The following
theorems describe the points of P* which correspond to them and give some information about the number
of lines of the surfaces in the family (2).



Theorem 1.4. Let P := (a,b,c,d,g) € P*, and let Sp be the corresponding cubic surface. Then the
following facts are equivalent:

i) Sp is smooth;

ii) Sp has 27 distinct lines;

iii) P ¢ 3, where X := V(o) is the hypersurface of P* defined by:

oc=cla+b—c)2a+b—d)(a—c—d)(a+c+g)la+c—g)
(4ac — g*)(a® + ac — 2ad + ag + d* — dg)(a® + 2ab + ac — ag + b* — bg)
(4a® + 3ab — 4ac — 3ad — be — 2bd + bg + cd + dg)
(4a® + 4a®b — 8a*c — 4a’d + ab® — 4abc — 2abd + 2abg + 4ac® + dacd + ad*+
2adg + b*c + b*g + 2bcd — 2bcg + cd® — 2cdg — d*g).

Proof. See Section 5.

Theorem 1.5. All the irreducible cubic surfaces passing through the L*-set contain a finite number of lines

(i.e. are in A).
Proof. See Section 5.
Finally we characterize the points of P* corresponding to reducible c.ss.:

Theorem 1.6. Let P := (a,b,c,d,g) € P, then the cubic surface Sp is reducible if and only if P € R,
where

R:=V(b+da—c—d)UV(a+b—c,2a+b—g)UV(a,c,g) UV (2a+b—d,ac+ (a+b)(a+b—g))

Proof. See Section 5.

Using 1.4 and the previous results, we conclude that all the smooth cubic surfaces are, up to a linear
change of coordinates, parametrized by the points of P4\ ¥. Analogously, all the singular and irreducible
cubic surfaces containing an L-set are, up to a linear change of coordinates, parametrized by ¥ \ R.

These facts can be summarized by the following:

Theorem 1.7. With the above notations:
1) The image of the map

¢y : PGLy x (P*\ 8) — P'  defined by (A, P) — A(Sp)

is the open set of P1Y consisting of all the smooth cubic surfaces.
2) The image of the map
o1 PGLy x (X \R) — P

defined as above is the variety of cubic surfaces containing an L-set, singular and irreducible. O

Clearly, the map 1) is finite: it is straightforward to see that, if S is a smooth c.s., then ﬂ(z/Jl_l (9)) is the
number of L-sets contained in S (the same holds for the map v2). Hence, from 1.3, we obtain that 25,920
points of P* \ ¥ belong to the same orbit in P'9. Theorem 1.10 below will show that this set of points is
itself an orbit with respect to an action of a suitable group on P4\ X.

So far we have considered cubic surfaces in the class A that contain an L-set. Here we want to classify
the remaining cubic surfaces in 4. Let us summarize the situation: the c.ss. in A not containing an L-set
split into 13 families: 12 of them are orbits, say Or,...,Or,. Obviously, to each of these orbits there
corresponds a specific configuration of lines of its cubic surfaces which we shall denote by L;, (i =1,...,12),
and conversely, if the lines of a cubic surface are in one of the configurations L; (i = 1,...,12), then it turns
out that the cubic surface is in Or,. The last family of cubic surfaces in A is slightly more complicated
to describe: it is given by the set of c.ss. containing precisely 7 lines as in a configuration of type Li3
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(see Figure 1). This family, say W, can indeed be parametrized by the points of a one-dimensional quasi—

projective variety. The configurations of the lines L, ..

Figure 1

., L13 are described as follows:

In the above figure, the dashed lines have the following meaning: they either join coplanar lines (in L4) or
collinear points (in Lo, L19, L12, L13). Moreover lines which do not meet in the Figure are mutually skew
and a small circle indicates a singular point on the corresponding surface.

Here we give a list of representatives 77, . .

., T12 of the above orbits and a family Ty3(p, ¢), such that the

orbits of the c.ss. in it cover the whole W, as long as (p, q) varies in P*\ A, where A = {(1,0),(0,1), (-2,1)}:

these three points correspond exactly to those values of (p, q) for which Ti5(p, q) is reducible.

Similarly to the identification ¢(P*\ ) = P*\ ¥ made before, we identify P! \ A with the subvariety of

P given by

{(p + q,—P,—DP,P, —4,D, Oa 2p7 _2p7 Oa

obtained by computing the coefficients of T13(p, q).

T

T2 =

T3
Ty

T5 =

Ts
T7

Tg =

Ty
Tio

T11 =

T2

Tis(p,q) =

It is easy to see that each configuration L; is unique up to projectivity.

zy® +yt? + 23

xyt + zz? + y3

xyt — xzt + y3

xzy —z?z— :Ey2 + 22?2+ y3 — yzt + yzt
xzy +x2? + yzt

9cy2 + zyt + x2t + yt2

2x2y — 22z 4+ 9cy2 —zyz — 2yt — y2t + yzt
22y — 2%z — 2wy® + 2xyz — xyt — x2® + 2t + Y3t
xzy —z2z 4+ :Ey2 — Yz + zz? — y2t

22y — 2%z — 2wyz + x2® + Y2t

xzy +x%z — :Ey2 + xyt — x2t — yt2

xzy + zyz — 22yt — 22 4+ x2t — yzt + yzt
pry(z —t) +qly — 2)(2* — zy — z2 + 2yt)

~.,0) € P | (p,q) € P!, pg(p + 2q) # 0}

Hence, we choose the specific

configurations of type L; (say L¥) given by the lines lying on the surface T;, for any ¢ = 1,...,13; let us list

them:



Ly" = [l

Lo* = [l1,15]

Ls™ = [l 12, (y,1)]

Ly = [l s, (y, 2 — 2)]

Ls* = [, 12, 15]

Le* = [l,la,15,(y,1)]

L7* = [, la, 13,14, (z,y — 2)] (4)

Lg* = [lh,lo,13,l4, (y, x4+ 2 — t)]

Lo* = [l1,lo,l3,l4, (y,x — 2), (x — t,2 — t)]

Lio" = [l,ls,13,14, (y, ;v—z),(;v—t y—z+1))

L™ = e ls, (—yy— 1), (y,2 = 1), (x —y, 2 + 1)]

Lio* == [h, 12,13,14,(y, —t), (x,y—z),( —t,y—z+1t)]

Lqs3* [l1,l2,13,la, (y, 2 — 2), (x,y — 2), (x — t,y — 2 + 1)]
where the lines [y, ...,l4 (already introduced in the definition of the L*-set) are:

llz(yvz)a 12:(5E7y), 13:(x7t)7 14:($—t,y—2).

The situation described before can be stated precisely in the following result:

Theorem 1.8. Let P C P'? be the variety given by:

P:= P\ D)U(Z\R)U(P'\A)U (UT)

This union is disjoint and the orbits of the points of P cover A. More precisely, the orbits of the points of
P\ 3 describe all the smooth cubic surfaces; the orbits of the points of ¥\ R describe the singular cubic
surfaces with finitely many lines containing an L-set; the orbits of the points P* \ A describe all the cubic
surfaces with the lines as in configuration L1s; the orbits of the points T; describe all the cubic surfaces with
the lines as in configuration L;, fori=1,...,12.

Proof. See Section 5.

The above theorem can be improved by classifying also the cubic surfaces in ¥; in Section 6 we will
see that, although X has several components, to describe all the singular c.ss. containing an L-set up to
projectivity it is enough to consider only one of them. In particular we take the component of equation
a+c—g=0in P% the surfaces in this component are precisely those having C' = (0,1,1,0) as singular
point. Substituting ¢ = g —a in (2), we get a linear system of dimension 3 which is denoted by P?,; by ¥4
we denote its degenerate locus consisting of the c.ss. either reducible or having a smaller number of lines
than the general element of ]P’3C. Analogously, in Section 6, we will introduce other suitable linear spaces and
their degenerate loci and we obtain the following extension of Theorem 1.8:

Theorem 1.9. Let Q C P'” be the variety given by:
Q:= (P*\X) U (P \ B1) U(PEp \ B2) U (Pep g \ B3)U

U(PE\31) U (P \ B) U (Pe p \ B5) UTis UTia U (PT\ A)U (U Ti) :

1=1

Then this union is disjoint and the orbits of the points of Q cover A. Moreover:
- the component IP% \ ¥ parametrizes the cubic surfaces having one singularity and precisely 21 lines;
- ]P% p \ X2 parametrizes the cubic surfaces having two singularities and precisely 16 lines;

7



- ]P’la D.E \ X3 parametrizes the cubic surfaces having three singularities and precisely 12 lines;
]P% \ X} parametrizes the cubic surfaces having one singularity and precisely 15 lines;

- ]P’lc \ XY parametrizes the cubic surfaces having one singularity and precisely 10 lines;

- ]P)lc) p \ XY parametrizes the cubic surfaces having two singularities and precisely 11 lines;
the point T5 parametrizes the cubic surfaces having four singularities and precisely 9 lines;
- the point Th4 parametrizes the cubic surfaces having three singularities and precisely 8 lines.

Proof. See Section 6.

Let us remark that the above theorem does not give yet the space of the orbits of cubic surfaces in P3:
for instance, the space of the orbits of smooth c.ss. is a quotient of the main component P*\ ¥ of Q.

More precisely, recalling that the group of the admissible permutations of the 27 lines of a smooth cubic
surface is a finite group of order 51,840, denoted by Eg (see [H], Ch. V, 4.10.1 and Section 4), we will prove
the following:

Theorem 1.10. There exists an action of an index two subgroup G of Eg on P*\ ¥ in such a way that
the points of the variety (P*\X)/G are in a one-to—one correspondence with the orbits of the smooth cubic
surfaces.

Proof. See Section 4.
For a similar result see also [B] and [BD].

Remark 1.11. Analogous considerations could be repeated for all the components of Q, since several
points of these varieties (when of dimension at least one) represent the same orbit and can be identified
under actions of suitable finite groups. In Section 6 we explicitly give these groups and their specific actions.
A more detailed description of the quotient of each component, also from the point of view of Invariant
Theory (see for instance [St]), will be the subject of a further investigation.

Here we describe, in addition to Theorem 1.10, only the situation concerning the component P\ A C Q,
obtaining the following:

Proposition 1.12. There is an action of the symmetric group Ss on P!\ A such that there is a one—to—one
correspondence between the points of (P!\ A)/Ss and the orbits of the cubic surfaces of the family W.

Proof. See Section 5.

2. STUDY OF Ty,...,T13: LINES, RATIONAL AND DETERMINANTAL REPRESENTATIONS

We shall give detailed information on the cubic surfaces introduced in the previous section, assuming all
the results stated there; more precisely, in this section we are going to find, for each c.s. Tj, its parametric
representation as a rational variety and (whether it is possible) a 3 x 3 matrix of linear forms whose deter-
minant gives the equation of T;. Finally, in the next section, we will give the list of the groups Stab(T;) of
the projective motions of T; C P2, for any i.

First of all we introduce some notation and we describe a procedure which allows, under suitable
hypothesis, to compute the lines on a cubic surface and which will be applied many times.

Notation 2.1. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface and let » = (f, g) be a line contained in S (f and g
are linear forms in x,y, z,t); we denote by 7,(p, ¢) the pencil of planes of center r, i.e.

m(p,q) : pf(®,y,2,t) +q9(z,y,2,t) =0
and by C,.(p, q) the conic residual to r on the plane m,.(p, q), i.e. such that
SN ﬂ-r(pu Q) =ru Cr(pu Q)

The discriminant of C;.(p, q) is a homogeneous polynomial in p and ¢, say D, (p, q).

The proof we are giving here of the following result (see also [R1]), although quite elementary, involves
polynomials in too many variables to be handled without the use of a computer. On the other hand, in this
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specific case, as in many other parts of this paper, the computation can almost immediately be carried out
by a computer algebra system.

Lemma 2.2. Let S be a cubic surface containing a line r. If D,(p,q) = 0, then there are infinitely many
lines on S meeting r; otherwise D, (p, q) has degree 5 in p and q and hence there are at most 10 distinct lines
meeting .

Proof. This fact can be shown by a direct computation: up to a linear change of coordinates, we can assume
that r has equation (x,y). Let f(z,y,2,t) = 0 be the equation of the generic surface S through r (f can
be obtained from (0) by imposing a17 = a1g = a19 = azg = 0) and let 7.-(p,q) : px + qy = 0 the pencil of
planes containing r. Assuming p # 0, the substitution z = —g/py in f gives, up to a non—zero constant, the
polynomial yg(y, z,t), where

g = (a14p® — azp’q + a1pg® — a116®) v* + (a15p® — asp®q + a2pg®) yz + (ar6p® — agp®q) 2+
+ (asp® — asp®q + a12pg®) yt + (agp® — arpq) 2t + (a10p® — ar13p°q) t*

is the equation of the conic C..(p,q) on the plane =,.(p, q). It is clear that C,.(p, q) is reducible if and only if
its discriminant D,.(p, q) is zero. The direct computation of the discriminant gives the following polynomial
of degree 5 in p, q

(as’a16 — asagas + ag®ary — darparsais + aroars®) p° + (.. )p'q+ (.. )p°¢* + (.. )p*¢* + (.. Jpg*+
+ (—a2’a1s + azazars + dagariars — agarn® — az’arr) ¢°

(for short, we indicate only the first and the last coefficient). Hence, in general, there are at most 10 lines
meeting 7.

If D,(p,q) = 0 then any conic C,(p, ¢) is the union of two lines. Suppose that there are finitely many lines
on S meeting r; then almost every plane ,.(p, q) meets S in 3. This implies that every point of r is triple
for S, which is then reducible. O

In the case D,(p,q) # 0, let us denote by m1(r),...,ms(r) the planes (not necessarily distinct) cor-
responding to the five roots of D,(p,q); on each of them, the plane section of S splits into three lines.
Conversely, if s is a line on S that meets r, then s lies on one of these five planes.

Definition. Let S C P2 be any cubic surface passing through two coplanar lines 71 and r». The plane
defined by r1 and rg, if not contained in S, intersects S in a further line (not necessarily distinct from rq
and r3) that will be called residual of r; and ro and will be denoted by res (11, r2).

We sketch here a procedure that allows us to compute the lines of a cubic surface that passes through
two given incident lines r; and rs.

Algorithm 2.3
Input: A cubic surface S passing through two incident lines 1 and ry;
Output: Either all the lines on S or ‘infinity’ if there are infinitely many lines on S;
rg :=res (11, r2);
lines:= {ry,r2,73};
For [ in {ry,r9,73} do
Let m;(p, q) be the generic plane of the pencil of planes through I;
if D;(p,q) =0 then
RETURN (‘infinity’)
end if
X :={(p,q) €P' | Di(p,q) = 0}
For (p,q) in X do
call o1 and o4 the two linear factors in which C;(p, q) splits;
lines:= lines U {(m(p, q),01), (m(p, q),02)}
end For
end For
RETURN (lines)
end



The output of the above Algorithm is therefore a set of couple of planes, where each couple defines a
line.

The correctness of the Algorithm follows essentially from two facts: on one hand any line contained in
S intersects the plane (r; 4+ r2) in a point which is either on r1 or on r2 or on res (r1,72). On the other hand,
if S contains two meeting lines [ and !’, which therefore define a plane (I + 1"} = m;(po, qo), then necessarily
the corresponding conic C;(pog, go) splits into the product of two linear forms in z,y, z, t.

The applicability of the Algorithm clearly depends on the possibility of finding the solutions X in (p, q)
of the equation D;(p,q) = 0 (and on the fact that one has to know in advance two meeting lines of the cubic
surface).

The above Algorithm is anyway enough to verify that the lines of T; (i = 2,...,13) are in the configu-
ration L;*, as soon as one takes as input two meeting lines of L;*. A slight modification of Algorithm 2.3
allows one to check that T; contains only the line /5.

Again using Algorithm 2.3, we shall be able to obtain the equations of the 27 lines on a smooth cubic surface
passing through the fixed L*-set (see Section 4).

It is well-known that the generic cubic surface is a rational variety and that its equation can be expressed
as a determinant of a 3 x 3 matrix of linear forms in k[x,y, z,t] (see for instance [S] or [C]). We sketch here
a method which allows us to explicitly give a rational representation of those cubic surfaces, introduced in
(3), which have at least three lines as in configuration L5, and moreover, which expresses the equation of
each of them as a determinant of a 3 x 3 matrix of linear forms.

In the L*-set and in the configurations L}, for ¢ = 5,...,13, there are always the three lines I; = (y, 2),
lo = (z,y), I3 = (x,t), so we can study them considering cubic forms F such that V(F') contains Iy, 5,3,
ie.

F = a1x2y + a2x2z + agacy2 + aqxyz + asxyt + a6x22 + arxzt + a8y2t + agyzt + aloyt2. (5)

Let Q1 := (w,0,0,v) be a point of 1 and Q3 := (0, w,v,0) be a point of I3 (u,v,w € K) and let I(u, v, w) be
the line (@1 + @3) (note that the coordinates are chosen in such a way that 1(0,0,1) = la).

Then in general I(u, v, w) intersects S := V(F) in three points: @1, @3 and P(u, v, w), whose coordinates in
P? immediately give the parametrization of S:

x = fi(u,v,w) =aw
y = fao(u,v,w) = —Pw b ag UV + ag uw + ag v2 + ag vw + as w? 6
z = f3(u,v,w) =—pv where B8 = apu®+ aruv+ asuw + as vw + a w? (6)
t = falu,v,w) =au

To obtain the parametric representation of the c.s. listed in thm. 1.8 it is enough to specialize (6). This
well-known construction is due to Clebsch (see for instance [C], I, Ch.II, 13).

Let f : P? --s» P3 be the rational map given by f(u,v,w) = (fi(u,v,w),..., fa(u,v,w)). Then
Im(f) = V(F). If now we call I := (f1,...,fs) C R := k[u,v,w], it is well known that, for almost all
choices of the coefficients, V(1) consists of 6 points of P? in general position, then a minimal free resolution
of R/I has the form

(G ¢
0 — R(-4)> — R(-3)* —R — R/I —0

where ¢ is the matrix (f1  fo fs fa) and ¢ is a 4 X 3 matrix of linear forms in u, v, w (see, for instance,
[G]). The matrix ¢ can easily be computed starting from f1,..., f4, using linear algebra in K(aq,...,ao).

We briefly recall now how to use the above resolution to express a cubic form F' of equation (5) as
a determinant of a 3 x 3 matrix. If (u,v,w) € P2, then the point (z,y,2,t) = f(u,v,w) is on V(F) and
therefore (z,y,z,t) - ¥ = 0. This relation gives three bilinear equations in x,y, z,t and u, v, w, which can
also be viewed as linear equations in the variables u,v,w. Calling B the 3 x 3 associated matrix (of linear
forms in z,y, z,t), we have that the system has a non trivial solution if and only if det(B) = 0. Hence we
have proved that Im(f) C V(det(B)). Since V(F) = Im(f), then det(B) is the equation of V(F). (For more
details, see [G]).

This leads to construct the matrix B of the following proposition:

10



Proposition 2.4. Let S := V(F) be any cubic surface through ly,ls,13, where F is given by (5). Then
F = det(B), where

asT + agy + a9z + a1t  a2x + asy + asz +art a1x + asy

B = 0 -y z . (7)
—x 0 t
Proof. A straightforward computation of the determinant of B. O

Remark 2.5. Note that the way used to construct the matrix B of Prop. 2.4 requires further hypothesis on
F: the c.s. V(F) is initially given as the blow—up of the plane at six points in general position. Nevertheless,
det(B) gives exactly the form F without any other assumption but the requirement that V(F') contains the
lines ll, ZQ, lg.

Specializing (6) and (7), we can explicitly describe those cubic surfaces considered in thm. 1.8 having
at least an Ls configuration of lines: we can write each of them either as a rational surface (giving only, for
simplicity, the polynomials a(u,v,w) and §(u,v,w) defined in (6)) and as a determinant of a 3 x 3 matrix,
possibly modifying the specialization of (7) by elementary rows and columns operations.

To express the cubic forms T3, ...,7T, as rational surfaces, we can use either the fact that each of them
has a double point or the fact that each of their equations is linear in (at least) one variable. Moreover we
can find, by direct (or ad hoc) computations, three matrices which give, respectively, Ts, T5, T}.

Hence we obtain the list in Table 1 (at the end of the paper), in which we have also added the coordinates
of the singular points of Tj, for i = 1,...,13 (see also Figure 1) and the coordinates of the 6 points in P2,
center of the blow—up which gives T;.

As far as the c.s. Ty : ay? + yt? + 22 = 0 is concerned, we prove the following fact:

Proposition 2.6. The polynomial
F(z,y,z,t) = a2y’ + yt* + 2°
cannot be expressed as determinant of a 3 X 3 matrix whose entries are linear forms in x,y, z, t.

Proof. One way to follow could be to try the direct computation, i.e. to consider the 36 coefficients appearing
in a general 3 x 3 matrix A of linear forms and to study the ideal I generated by the 20 equations (in the
above 36 variables) obtained by imposing det(A) = F'. One could compute a Grébner basis G of I and verify
that G = {1}. Unfortunately this way seems to be unfeasible, since the computations involved are probably
too large for any computer algebra system available. Hence we have to use a slightly different strategy; by
“e.t.” we mean elementary transformations on the rows and columns of a matrix.

Since the monomial xy? occurs in F, we can assume (up to e.t.) that the variable x appears with
coefficient one in A(1,1) and, clearly, we can “delete” it (by e.t.’s) from all the other elements in the first
row and the first column of A; so that we start with the following matrix:

T4+ by +cuiz +diit bi2y + c122 + di2t bi3y + c132 + diat
A= bo1y + co12 + da1t  agex + baoy + cooz + daot  a23x + bazy + co3z + dast
b31y + c312 + d31t  azex + b3oy + €322 + d3at  azzx + b33y + ¢332 + d3st

Two possibilities occur: either ase = as3 = age = asz3 = 0 and so we get the matrix

T+ b1y + c11z +dirt by + c122 + diat  bisy + c13z + dist
Ay = bo1y + co12 + dort  baoy + a2z + daat  bazy + co3z + dast
b31y + c312 + d31t  baay + c322 + dzat b3y + c332 + d3st

or at least one of these coefficients is non zero. In this second case (up to suitable e.t.) we assume that
aze = 1 and agz = azp = 0; if A(3,3) # 0, then a monomial containing 2 arises in det(A), while  appears
in F only at degree one. Thus we get the matrix:

T+ b1y + 11z + digt bioy + c122 + diat  bigy + ci3z + dist
Ay = bo1y + co12 + da1t T+ baoy + 222 + daat  bagy + cozz + dast
b31y + c312 + d3it b3oy + c322 + d3ot 0
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Let us first consider the matrix A;: the monomial xy? must arise from the x at the place (1,1), so at least
two cross coefficients among baa, bas, b3a, b3z are non—zero. As usual (up to e.t.) we can fix bog = b3z = 1;
moreover, using the entries A;(2,2) and A;(3,3) and a suitable sequence of e.t.’s, we can delete the y’s in
all the remaining places, except (1,1); so we get a matrix of the form:

x4+ by + c112 + diit c122 + diat c132 + dyst
A/l = €212 +doit Yy + cooz + daot Ca32 + dost
c312 + d3it c32z +dgat Y+ c33z + d3st

Finally note that the only monomial of F' containing y? is zy? and this implies b1; = c¢11 = d11 = 0 in A}
and so we obtain the matrix

x c12z + diat c13z + dyst
All/ = | €912+ dort Y+ cooz + daot C23%7 + dast
312 +dz1t 322 +d3at Y+ 33z + dsst
Clearly, we have to require that
Y+ c22z + doat Co372 + dost 92
det =
€327 +d3at Y + 33z + dsst

and the solutions of this equation (easy to compute), once substituted in A}, give rise to matrices whose
determinant cannot be F(z,y, 2, t).

Consider now the matrix As; the monomial zy? can arise from both the entries (1, 1) and (2, 2); obviously,
using e.t.’s, we can assume that boz and b3o are non—zero and, from this, that bjs = bog = by = 0. In this
way we get the matrix:

T+ by + cuiz +diit c122 + diat  bi3y + c13z + dist
Ay = €212 + doit T + 222 + daat  bazy + co3z + dast
b31y + c312 + ds1t  b3ay + c322 + d3at 0

Note also that b;; = 0 since the monomial y* does not appear in F. Using boz # 0 we can delete b3 by a
rows transformation; in this way we introduce a monomial in x at A5(1,2), but we can delete it by A5(1,1).
Let us remark that, at the end of this sequence of e.t.’s, the coefficient of y at the place (3,2) must be still
non-zero since the monomial xy? appears in F. In the same way, from bzy # 0 we can delete b3; and the
coefficient of y at the place (2,3) must be still non—zero. Now, up to scaling the third row and the third
column, we get a matrix of the following type:

xr+c1iz+ dllt c122 + d12t C13%2 + dlgt
A/Q/ = C212 + d21t X + Co2z + dQQt Yy + Co32 + dzgt
c31z +dzit Y+ czaz + dsat 0

Observing that in F' the only monomial containing y? is xy?, we immediately obtain c¢1; = di; = 0 in A%;
again, an easy computation shows that no values of the coefficients of A} give det(Ay) = F. O

Remark 2.7. Since it is easy to see that any cubic surface in class B can be expressed as the determinant
of a suitable matrix, from the previous results it follows that:

T, is the only cubic form (up to projectivities) of K[x,y, z,t] that cannot be expressed as determinant of a
3 x 3 matrix of linear forms.

3. STUDY OF T4,...,T13: STABILIZERS AND ORBITS

So far we have seen a detailed study of the representatives of the orbits Or,, ..., Or,, introduced in
theorem 1.8. We want now to study the orbits themselves. If S is a cubic surface, the dimension of the orbit
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Os depends on the dimension of the group of projective motions of S C P? (which is indeed the subgroup of
PGLy stabilizing 5):
Stab(S) := {g € PGL4 | g(5) = S}.

where ¢g(5) denotes as usual the cubic surface S transformed by g. More precisely
dim(Og) = 15 — dim(Stab(5)).

Thus, in order to determine the dimensions of the orbits of T1,...,T13, we have to study the groups of
projective motions of each T;.

Example. The cubic surface T;7 contains only the five lines Iy = (y,2), lo = (z,y), I3 = (z,t), l4 =
(x —t,y—2z), m= (z,y — z) of L% and if A € Stab(T%), then clearly A is in the stabilizer of L% and also in
the stabilizer of the set of the three singular points P, := (0,0,0,1), P, := (0,0,1,0), P; := (0,1,1,0) of T%
(see Figure 1 and Table 1).

We denote by Stab(L%, sing) the subgroup of PGL4 consisting of the matrices which map L% and the singular
locus { Py, P>, Ps3} of T; into themselves. It is easy to see that

Stab(L%,sing) = H™ U 957)}[(7)

where
d 0 0 0
H™ .= 8 cib (b) 8 where a,b,c,d € K, (a — d)bed # 0
a 0 0 d—a

is the group fixing each line of L% (and therefore each P;) and g§7) is a matrix which stabilizes m, exchanges

Iy with Iy and Il with I3 (hence it exchanges the points P, and Ps, while mapping P» into itself), e.g.:

1 0 00
. _ (-1 0 0 1
9270 21 1011
1 1 00

As we already noticed before, Stab(T7) consists of the elements of H M u génH () fixing the cubic surface

T7. Thus we look for the matrices A of Stab(L%, sing) satisfying
x
T, | A Z = MI7, for asuitable A € K \ {0}.
t

Let us indicate the type of computation one has to perform: if A € H(™ the above equality requires to solve
the system

bd? — A =0

abc —bcd+X =0 .

acd —cd*> + X =0

The case A € g§7)H 57) is analogous. A direct computation gives that Stab(7%7) is H 57) U gg)H 1(7), where H 1(7)
is the part of Stab(7%) entirely contained in H("), and precisely:

ab 0 0 0
0 _ 0 b? 0 O
H," = 0 bb—a) ab 0 a,be K,ab# 0

a(b—a) 0 0 a2



In particular, we see that it is a 1-dimensional group, therefore O, is a subvariety of P1¥ of dimension 14.

As follows from the previous example, in order to compute the group Stab(T;), it is useful to compute
first Stab(LZ,sing), defined as the group of matrices of PGL, which map L to itself and the singular locus
Sing(T;) to itself. Let us describe how to proceed in general.

We shall denote by H® the subgroup of PGL, which stabilizes each line of L7 and each singular point of
Ti, i.e.
H® = (7 Stab(l) N [] Stab(P).

leL: PeSing(T:)

Note that (as one can see in Figure 1) for every T; but 77 and T each point of Sing(7;) is the intersection
of (at least) two lines of L¥, hence H") := (- Stab(l), for every i = 3,...,13.

Now consider the finite group K (9 of permutations 7 of the lines of L? which preserve their incidence
relations and stabilize the singular locus of 7;. The peculiar configurations L7,..., L]5 allow us to realize
any permutation 7 as a matrix of PGLy, hence K () itself can be realized as a subgroup of PGLy4. Therefore
Stab(L¥,sing) = <H 0K (i)> C PGL,4. Moreover, one can infer from Figure 1 that the following properties
hold:

a) hk = kh, for any h € H® and k € K®;
b) HONK® = {1PGL4}7
hence it is straightforward to see that

Stab(L},sing) = HW x K@,

Moreover, as one can see from Figure 1, the groups K are isomorphic either to Sy or to S5 or to a product

of them. To underline the generators of the (factors of) the K9 C PGL, we use the following notation:

So (géi)) will mean the order two subgroup of PGL,4 generated by the matrix géi), while S3 (géi), gz(;)) is the

order six subgroup of PGL4 generated by those two elements, such that (géi))2 =1 and (géi))3 =1
Finally set

H{" ={ge HY . ¢(T;) =T;}.
We present here the list of Stab(L7},sing) and Stab(7;) obtained.

(If a matrix contains some parameters, it is understood that it indicates the group of all matrices having
that form, where the parameters vary in the field K in such a way that the matrix is non singular).

List of stabilizers

Surface T7:
Stab(L},sing) = H®Y,  Stab(Ty) = H"
where
mip Mz M1z Mg ab —a*? 0 —2a%
W._ [ 0 ma me 0 w._ [0 b 0 0
" ' 0 mszo 133 0 Hl ) 0 0 c4a2 0
0  mgo my3 M 0 a?b 0 Aa’
Surface T5:
Stab(L3,sing) = H® | Stab(Ty) = H
where
mir miz 0 0 at 0 0 0
2 2
2) ._ 0 moo 0 0 (2) o 0 b a 0 0
H 0 mso2 133 0 Hl ’ 0 b2ac b3a 0
0 0

g2 143 M44
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Surface T3:
Stab(L3, sing) & H® x 5’3(953),5]533)), Stab(T3) = Hl(?’) X 53(953),g§3))

where:
g a 0 0 0 -1 1 0 0 -1 1 0
@._ [0 b 00 @._|0 1 00 @._ (0 1 00
HZ=1y ¢ f o] % 1 1. 00]% Tlo 1 01
0 d 0 e 0 0 01 1 0 00
and
ab? 0 0 0
7® 0 ab(c+a) O 0
L =10 abc a?b 0
0 0 0 (c+a)’
Surface Ty: o y A
Stab(Lj,sing) = H™ x S3(g4", 95"),  Stab(Ty) = H;" x Sa(gy")
where
mi1 MMi2 0 0 -1 1 1 0 -1 0 1
HW .— 0  maog 0 0 O 0 1 0 O (4) 0 1 0
Tl 0 ms om0 2710 010 3 1.0 0
ma1 Mg M43 My4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
and H1(4) = H1(41) X Sg(f2(4)), where
a® —ab 0 O -2 0 0 0
go._ | 0 a? 0 0 o 0 1+ivV3 0 0
Lo 0 a? 0 2 0 3+iV3 -2 0
—2ab b(a+b) ab a® 6 — 2iV/3 0 0 1++3
Surface T5:
Stab(LZ,sing) = H® | Stab(Ts) = H”
where
a 0 0 O a’®> 0 0 0
(5) _ 0 b 0O (5) 0 bt 0 0
H 0 e c O = 0 0 ab® O
f 0 0 d 0 0 0 a*
Surface Tg:
Stab(L,sing) = H®)  Stab(Tg) = H"
where
a 0 0 O a3 0 0 o0
(6) .__ 0 b 0 O (6) ._ 0 ab? 0 0
A= 0 ¢c d O = 0 bib—a) b 0
0 0 0 e 0 0 0 a%b
Surface T7:
Stab(L%,sing) = H™ x Sy(g{™),  Stab(Tr) = H” x Sy(gi")
where
d 0 0 0 ab 0 0 0 1 0
. |0 c 0 0 (7 ._ 0 b? 0 0 m._[-1 0
" 0 c—b b 0 Hy 0 bb—a) ab 0| 92 1 -1
a 0 0 d-—a a(b—a) 0 0 a? 1 1

= O O O

o= OO

O = = O



Surface Ty:

Stab(LZ, sing) = H® x S5(¢%¥),  Stab(Tx) = H® x Sy(g{¥)
where
b+ec 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 (a+b)? 0
8 . 0 a+c 0 O (8) 0 -1 0 0 (8) ._ 0 bla+0b)
H 0 a c 0 271 1 0 -1 1 H 0 ab
b 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 1 a(a + 2b) 0
Surface Ty:
Stab(Lg, sing) H® x Sg(gég),gég)), Stab(Ty) = Sg(gég),gég))
where
b 0 0 O -1 0 1 0 0O 1 -1
©) ._ 0 b 0 0 . | 0 1 00 . | 0 1 0
H = 0 0 b 0 2710 010 o711 1~
—a+b 0 0 a -2 0 1 1 -1 1 -1
Surface Tig:
Stab(L%, sing) = H) x S5(g8? g8, Stab(Tyo) 22 H'Y x S5(g8"”, g{')
where
b 0 0 0 a’b 0 0 0
(10) ._ 0 c 0 0 (10) ._ 0 a’ 0 0
Cha 0 c¢c—b b 0 H, 0 a*(a—b) a®b 0
b—a 0 0 a b(a? — b?) 0 0o b
-1 -1 1 0 0O -1 1 0
(10) . 0 1 0 0 (10) 0 -1 0 0
2710 0 10 57l -1 =21 0
-2 -1 1 1 1 -1 1 -1

Surface Ti;:

Stab(Lfy, sing) = HIY x S3(g8"),  Stab(Tin) = {1d, h{*™, b5, 1§} = (n§)

where

a 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

a1 ._ 0 a 0 0 ap _ (1 -1 0 0

s 0 b-a b 0 92 =lo 0o -1 -1

a—> 0 0 b 0 0 0 1

1 0 0 0 1 0 0 O 1

an .10 1 0 0 a1 1 -1 0O O a1y 1
b= 0o -2 -1 0 hy = —1+1 1—-1 -1 —i hg o= —-1-1
2 0 0 -1 1-1 0 0 i 141

Surface Tis:
Stab(L%,,sing) = H2 x S5(g8'?),  Stab(T1s) = Sa(g8"?)

16

0

141
0

_— o O O

O = OO



where

b0 00 0 1 -1 0
az _ |0 a 0 0 azy | 0 1 0 O
H=10 Zb4a b0 2 =111 0 o

0O 0 0 b 11 -1 1

Surface T13(p, q):
Stab(L13*, sing) & H3) x 84 (g (13),g§13)) x Sa(fy 13))

where the above matrices are defined as follows: let

L13* = [ll = (yvz)v 12 = (Iay)v l3 = (Iat)v l4 = (.I - tay - Z)v
m5:(y7$_2)7 mﬁz(xay_z)u m7:($_t7y_2+t)].
Then 9513) permutes l4 with m7 and [; with ms, gélg) induces the cycles Iy — m7 — I3 — l4 and I — ms —

lo — 17 and f2(13) permutes the lines as follows: [ < 4, ms5 < my7, lo < l3; note that each of this matrices
either fix or permutes the two singular points of T13. With the computations described at the beginning of
this section, we obtain:

b 0 00

(13)': 0 a 0 0

H ’ 0 a—b b 0

b—rc 0 0 c
1 -1 1 0 0 -1 1 0 1 0 0 0
(13) 0 1 0 O a)._ | O 2 00 @) _| -1 0 0 1
2 =10 o 1 0o % T|l=1 1 10 2 Tl 2111
0 -1 1 -1 1 -1 1 1 1 1 0 0

The computation of Stab(T13(p, q)) is more complicated (indeed it depends on the parameters p and ¢) and
it will be described at the end of Section 5. We anticipate that, for every p and ¢, it is a one—dimensional
subgroup of PGLy.

Therefore we have proved the following
Theorem 3.1. The orbits of the c.ss. 11, ...,T13 have the following dimensions:

dim(OTl) = d1m(OT2) = dlm(OTg) = 13
dim(OTg) = dim(OTn) = dim(OTl2) = 15

and the remaining ones have dimension 14. g

4. SMOOTH CUBIC SURFACES: COMPUTATION OF THE 27 LINES AND ACTION OF Eg
Let us now consider the generic cubic surface S through the fixed L*-set, i.e. belonging to P*:

a(2x%y—2xy’ 42 — w2t —yt> fyzt) + b(x—t) (zztyt)+c(z+t) (yt—a2) +d(y—2) (xz+yt) +g(z—y) (yt—22) = 0.
(2)

Specializing (6) we obtain a parametric equation of \S:

z=((a+c—d)w + (d— g)uw + (d + g)vw + (a — ¢ — d)v* — 2aw?) w
y=((a+b—c)u®+ (a+b+c)uv — (b+ g)uw — (b — g)vw — 2aw?) w
z=((a+b—c)u*+ (a+b+c)uv — (b+ g)uw — (b — g)vw — 2aw?) v
t=((a+c—duv+(d— gluw+ (d+ g)vw + (a — ¢ — d)v* — 2aw?) u
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and from 2.4 (and suitable elementary transformations on rows and columns) we obtain its cartesian equation
(2) as the determinant of the matrix

a(z—t)+blx—t)+dly—2) gly—2z)—clz+1t) aly—2)
Y Y z
x —x t

In this section we shall study smooth cubic surfaces which, as we noted in Section 1, can be parametrized
by the open set P\ ¥ = ¢(P* \ ). In the sequel we denote P4\ ¥ by U.

We want to determine the 27 lines on S € U. Let us try to apply Algorithm 2.3 starting from the lines
l1 and Iy of the L*-set.
Consider the planes passing through ;. To find the five reducible residual conics it is useful to completely
factorize the degree 5 polynomial Dy, (p, q). The pencil of planes containing Iy is:

1, (p,q) : py+qz=0.

The discriminant of the residual conic Cy, (p, q) is:

Dy, (p.q) := q(p+ @) (cp” + gpq + ag®)(Ap + pq)
where
Ai=(2a+b—d)(a—c—d); w=—2a(a+b—c)— (b+d)(g—d)

The crucial remark is that the factor of degree 2 of D;, does not factorize with the initial choice of parameters;
nevertheless as soon as we introduce the relations

g=e+f and ac=ef

we obtain:
c(ep® + gpq + aq®) = (cp — fq)(cp — eq).

In this way, up to a factor ¢ which can be assumed non zero (since if ¢ = 0 then S is singular, as follows
from the equation of ¥ in 1.4), we get

Dy, (p,q) = q(p+ q)(cp — fq)(cp — eq)(Ap + pq)

and in addition the discriminants corresponding to Iy and s := res (I1, l2) split into linear factors. This enables
us to completely apply Algorithm 2.3 and compute the 27 lines of S, whose grassmannian coordinates in
G(1,3) C P5 can be found in Table 2, at the end of the paper.

Remark 4.1. The above change of parameters corresponds to the following map: consider the projec-
tive space P4, with coordinates (a,b,c,d,g), parametrizing the family (2), the projective space P°, with
coordinates (a, b, c,d, e, f) and the quadric V C P5 of equation ac = ef. The map

Y: POV —P* defined by (a,b,c d,e, f)— (a,b,c,de+ f)

is a two—to—one covering of P* (in fact it is simply the projection of V' from the point (0,0,0,0,1, —1) € P?\V
onto the hyperplane f = 0). Obviously, two distinct points P = (a,b,¢,d, e, f) and P’ = (a/, V', ,d', ¢, f')
of V represent the same cubic surface (i.e. have the same image on P, via v) if and only if their coordinates
fulfilla=a',b=V,c=¢,d=d',e=f', f = ¢ (up to a non zero factor).

In this way, the quadric V' introduced above, still parametrizes the c.ss. through L*; their equation
(immediately obtained from (2)) is then:

a(2z%y — 2xy? + 22 — xat — yt® + yat) + b(x — t)(zz + yt)+

+e(z+t)(yt —zz) +dly — 2)(zz+yt) + (e+ f)z —y)(yt —z2) =0 @)
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where (a,b,c,d, e, f) € P® and fulfills the relation: ac = ef.

By Vies we shall denote the open subset of the quadric V' parametrizing the smooth cubic surfaces
containing L*. So Vies = ¢~ 1(P*\ ¥) = ¢~ 1(U); in particular, any c.s. of U is represented by two points of
Vies.

Clearly, we can lift in P° the equation o = 0, which defines ¥ (see 1.4) and obtain the equation of V' \ Vics.

Finally note that the singular locus of V', given by a = ¢ = e = f = 0, corresponds to a component of
R (see 1.6). Hence, in particular, Vi.s is smooth.

An immediate consequence of the above construction is the possibility of obtaining all the (smooth)
cubic surfaces having all the lines with coefficients in the rational field Q C K. If (a,b,c,d, e, f) € P5(Q) is
a point of Vi, the corresponding cubic surface S given by (2) has all the lines with rational coefficients, as
clearly follows from the explicit computation of the lines given in Table 2. Moving each of the cubic surfaces
obtained in this way with the matrices with rational entries, we describe all the cubic surfaces whose lines
are rational.

Conversely, given an explicit cubic surface S, it is possible to detect if its lines are all rational: one way
is to compute the sub-variety H C G(1,3) (where G(1,3) denotes the Grassmannian of the lines of P?) given
by the lines contained in S. The computations of the primary decomposition of the ideal defining H with
one of the known techniques (see for instance [GTZ], [EHV] and the references given there), allows us to
determine the points of H. A line of S is rational iff it is given by a point of H that can be expressed with
rational coordinates.

The computation of the variety H is straightforward: if F(x,y,z2,t) = 0 is the equation of S and if
(p1,-..,ps) denotes a point of G(1,3) (hence satisfying the condition p1ps — paps + psps = 0), then four
points in P3 of the line (p1,...,p¢) are: P; := (0,p1,p2,p3), P2 := (—p1,0,p4,p5), P3 := (—p2, —p4,0,p6),
Py := (—p3, —ps, —Dps, 0), so an ideal defining H is: (F(P1),...,F(Ps), p1peé — p2ps + pspa).

Remark 4.2. It is well-known that the generic smooth cubic surface has trivial stabilizer (see for instance
[S], Ch. XIV). This fact can also be obtained from the computation sketched at the beginning of this section;
indeed it is enough to show that a specific smooth c.s. has this property. One way to see this might be
the following: take a specific smooth c.s. S having only rational lines; compute its lines and all the L-sets
L; (1 =1,...,25,920) of S. Then move S with all the matrices A; which map L* to L; and verify that
A;(S)# S, for alli =1,...,25,920 (this computation can be done in a reasonable amount of time with the
help of a computer algebra system).

The results obtained so far, allow us to conclude this section with the proof of Theorem 1.10.

We denote by L the set {E1,..., Es,G1,...,Ge, Fia, ..., Fsg} of the 27 lines of a smooth cubic surface.
Keeping into account the following intersection rule:

EiﬂEj:@ fOI‘i;ﬁj; EiﬂFklzmﬁi#k,l
GiﬂGj:Q] fOI‘i;ﬁj; GiﬂFklzmﬁi#k,l
ENG;j=0 & i=j FjNFyu=0< {i,j}n{k1}#0

following the notation introduced, for instance, in [H] (Ch. V, 4), it is easy to see that, given S € U and
calling the five lines of L*, respectively, E1, G4, Ea, G3, F3, then many other lines of S have consequentely
a precise name: for instance res (E1,G4) must be Fi4, res(Es, G4) = F34, etc. It is clear that all the lines
of the set {E;, G, Fu | 4,7, k,1 € In, k <1} U{Fs¢}, where I, := {1,2, 3,4}, are determinated in this way,
while a line of £ having an index 5 cannot be distinguished from the line having 6 as corresponding index:
e.g. F5 and Eg have the same incidence relations with all the lines of L*.

Hence we call E5 one of the two lines meeting G3, G4 and different from F4, Es, F34, so Fg is the other one;
all the other labels of the lines of S come consequently.

We can describe this fact as follows: let us take all the lines r in P? meeting l» and Iy, but different from I,
and I3 and skew with [5, i.e.

H:={reg(1,3)|rNla£0£rNly;rnli=rnils=rnil; =0}
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and consider the following correspondence:
UxHOW={(S,r)|rcCS}.

Since on a cubic surface S € U there are exactly two lines (but l1, 3, res (l2,l5)) meeting lo and Iy, it is clear
that the projection 7 : W — U is a finite map of degree 2. Hence we get:

Remark 4.3. An element w := (S,r) € W induces a label on each of the 27 lines of S since they can be
obtained from the set of lines L* U {r} by residuality. Therefore it is defined a one-to—one correspondence
¢ : L — {27 lines of S} such that ¢(E5) = r. The line ¢(I), where | € £, will be denoted by I"; hence, from
now on, £ will be regarded as a set of indeces for the lines of (S, 7).

Remark 4.4. Note that, if S := S(a,b,c,d,e, ) € Vics, setting (E1, Gy, Ea,Gs, E3) the lines of the L-set
L* defined in (1) and Ej5 is choosen as in Table 2, then all the names of the other lines of S appearing in
Table 2 come consequentely.

Let Eg be the group of the permutations on the 27 lines on a smooth c.s. of the set £ preserving the
incidence relations. An easy computation shows that [Eg| = 51,840 (for further details see, for instance, [H],
Ch. V, 4.10.1).

One of the purposes of this section is to define a group action of Eg on W.

Notation. If g € Eg and | € L, we denote by ¢(I) the corresponding element of £ obtained via the
permutation g. Moreover, if [ C S, where w := (S,r) € W, then g(I") denotes the line of S corresponding
to the index g(I) € £, i.e. g(I*) := (g9(1))". In this way the group Eg can be regarded either as an abstract
group of permutations or as the group of permutations of the lines of S.

Note that any g € Eg preserves the incidence relations of the lines of a cubic surface S; in particular, if

L is an L-set of S, then also g(L) is an L-set of S. Moreover, since res g(I,m) is the unique line of S meeting
both [ and m, then:

g(res s(l,m)) = res 5(g(1), g(m)). (8)

Definition. Let w := (S,7) € W; for any g € Eg let A, (or (") A,, if necessary) be the unique (by 1.2)
matrix in PGL,4 such that:
A7t (g()) =1, forallle L*.

(Clearly I means [*).

Remark 4.5. If w := (S,7) € W, from the definition of A, ! one immediately obtains that, for any [ € L,
the lines [* and A ( (I™)) have the same incidence relatlons with the lines of L*; e.g. if I Ny = 0, then
B = A5 (9()) N Ay (g() = Ay (9(1)) Ny, ete.

Proposition 4.6. Let g € Eg and w := (S,r) € W; set w’ := (A,1(S), A, (g(r))). Then w’' € W and
moreover it holds: ,
1 = A g(I")) foralll € L. (9)

g
'(S) still contains L*, since S D g(L*), so A;'(S) D A ' (g(L*)) = L*. Moreover
of S’ has the required incidence relations with the lines of L* from 4.5. Therefore

Proof. Clearly S'= Ay
the line 7/ := A" (g(r))
(8,7") e U x H.
Let us show the equality (9): it clearly holds for any I € L* and also for r, since r = E¥ and 1’ =
A N (g(EY)) = E¥". Moreover all the lines of S can be obtained from L* and E¥ by residuality (see 4.3).
Therefore, taking into account that

A;l(res s(",m")) =res s/ (A; Lawy, A7 (m™)). (10)

g
it is enough to show that if [* and m"™ verify the equality of (9), then also n* := res g(I"’,m") verifies it.
Using (8) and (10), we obtain:

Ay (g(n)) = Ay (gres s(I*,m™))) = A" (res s(g(I), g(m"))) =

= res 5/ (A, 1 (g(1")), A7 (g(m™))) = res 5 (I, m®") = n"". O
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Lemma 4.7. Let g,h € Eg, w:= (S,7) € W and w' := (A;*(S),A;*(9(r))). Then:

(w)A;hl — (w )A}:l ° (w)Agl'

Proof. To see the above equality, it is enough to show (by 1.2) that (w)A;,Ll and (“’,)Agl o (“’)A;1 coincide
on an L-set of S, e.g. on the specific one gh(L*). ‘

Set w” := (A;hl (9), A;hl (gh(r))); from the definition of A;hl, we have that
(“’)Ag_h1 (gh(1™)) = 1", for every 1€ L*.

where, for [ € L*, [ = [w" = %" =% gince L* is a set of fixed lines.
On the other hand, we immediately obtain:

<W’>A,;1(<W>A;1(gh(m)) = W)yt (h(z“/)) —1v', forevery leL*

where the first equality follows from 4.6 and the second one from the definition of (w/)Agl; therefore the
claim is proved. O

Finally, we can prove the following;:

Theorem 4.8. The map
a:Eg x W — W

defined by
(g.w) = glw) = (4,1(8), 4,1 (g(r)))
(where w = (S, r)) is an action of the group Eg on the variety W.

Proof. Clearly, g(w) € W from 4.6; moreover, from 4.7 it immediately follows that a(gh,w) = a(h, a(g, w)),
so « is a group action. One can also prove that it is a regular map. 0

Let us describe how the above action is related to the action of PGL4 on U C P'°.

Lemma 4.9. Let S1,S2 € U be two projectively equivalent cubic surfaces. Then, for every wy; € 7~ 1(S1)
and we € m1(Sy) (where m : W — U is the projection), the elements wy and wy belong to the same orbit
of W under the action of Eg.

Proof. Assume that S; = BS;, where B € PGLy. Let wy := (S1,71) and wg := (Sa,7r2). Clearly
{B~1(1*2) |l € £} is a permutation of the lines of (S, r1), hence there exists g € Eg such that

g(I**) = B~*(i*?), forall l€L.

In particular, (wl)A(;l = B by definition.

Therefore g(w1) = (B(S1), B(g(r1))) = (S2,72) = w2 and this concludes the proof. O

Proposition 4.10. Let OI(ESG 1y be the orbit of (S,7) € W under the action « and let OEGL“ be the orbit of
S € U under the action of PGLy on P'. Then

7 (0f,)) = 05 nu.

Proof. Let (57,7) € O]fg ,y; then there exists g € Eg such that S’ = (w)Agl(S), where w := (S, r); therefore
w(S,r) =8 and 7(S’,7") = S’ are projectively equivalent.
The other inclusion comes immediately from 4.9. O

From 4.9, taking S; = Sy and B = Id, it follows that the fiber m=1(S) consists of two elements
{(S,r), (S,r")} which are in the same orbit. Hence there exists an element o € Eg such that (S,r") = o(S,r).
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It is easy to see that o is the order 2 permutation which exchanges the indeces 5 and 6 of the elements of L,
i.e. o(Es) = Eg, 0(G5) = Gé, ete. In particular, o(L*) = L*.

We can now define an action of Eg also on U.
Let S € U and g € Eg; by g(7—(S)) we mean the set {g(S,r),g(S,r")} = {g(5,7),90(S,r)}. These two
elements have the same image via 7 i.e.

(W A=1(S) = W AZL(S)

go

— : *) __ *) 3 : w) A—1 _ (w) 4—1
(where w := (S, 7)) since go(L*) = g(L*) implies that ( )Agg = )Ag .

Proposition 4.11. The map
B :Eg xU —U

defined by
(9.8) = g(S)=mn(g(r~'(5)))
is an action of Eg on U. Moreover (O?‘S"’_’T)) =0, for all (S,r) € W.

Proof. The map 3 is well-defined since 7(g(S,7)) = w(go(S,r)) as remarked before; moreover it is a group
action since

h(g(8)) = m(h(x=  (m(g(x~ 1 (5))))) = 7 (h(g(n~"(S)))) = m((gh)(x~'(5))) = (gh)(S)

where the third equality comes from the fact that the map « defined in 4.8 is an action. g

Note that, since g(S) = A, = A, } = go(S), the action 3 is not faithful.
To avoid this, let G be the index two subgroup of Eg (see [H], Ch. V, 4). It is easy to see that ¢ ¢ G and
therefore g € G if and only if go &€ G. Let

v:GxU—U

be the restriction of the action 3 defined above. Finally, note that g(S) = go(S) implies that Og® = OF for
all § € U, hence from 4.10 and 4.11 it follows that

0§ =05 nU
and clearly v acts faithfully on the open subset of U consisting of the cubic surfaces having trivial stabilizer
(in PGLy).

Then we obtain that every smooth c.s. of P? can be represented, up to a projectivity, by a unique
element of the quotient M := U/G. Moreover, M has the structure of quasi—projective algebraic variety
since it is a quotient of a quasi—projective algebraic variety by a finite group (see [Ha|, Ch. 10).

This concludes the proof of Theorem 1.10.

5. PROOFS OF THE THEOREMS (I)
In this final section we collect the proofs of all the results stated in Section 1, but Theorem 1.9.
Proof of theorem 1.1. It suffices to show the following:

5.1. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface having infinitely many lines and assume that S is not a cone.
Then S has a double line.

From 2.2 there exists a plane o meeting S in a plane cubic curve I" which is union of three lines (not necessarily
distinct). Since any line of S meets o, there exists a line, say r, among these three meeting infinitely many
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lines of S. Note that, since S is irreducible and not a cone, there exist infinitely many mutually skew lines
meeting r; let mq,mo, m3 be three of them. We may assume that, up to a projectivity,

r=(x,y); m1=(y,2); ma=(x,t); mz=(v—y,z+1).

Moreover, again from 2.2 we conclude that the discriminant D, (p,q) of the residual conic C)(p,q) on the
plane 7,.(p,q) : pr + qy = 0 must be zero for all p’s and ¢’s. From the explicit computation (of the type
explained below) of D,.(p, q), the obtained conditions force S to be either reducible or a c.s. with a double
line. g

Now we are going to prove theorems 1.8 and 1.3,1.4,1.5,1.6.
We want to describe the equations (up to a linear change of coordinates) of the cubic surfaces that do not
contain an L-set. To this end, we first prove that any c.s. contains at least one line and then we proceed in
this way: we consider the following 5 configurations of lines

Figure 2

Note that each of these configurations is contained in the next one, that M5 is an L-set and each of them
can be fixed, if necessary, up to a projectivity by 1.2. We find the c.ss. that contain a configuration of lines
M; but do not contain a configuration M;1 (for i = 1,...,4). Since, as we will see, any c.s. contains at
least a configuration of type M, the union of all the cubic surfaces obtained in this way is the totality of
c.ss. not passing through an L-set.

In order to determine these surfaces, we use the following strategy:

Step 1 Let us call S; the linear system of all the c.ss. through a fixed set of lines M; (and satisfying, if
necessary, some other conditions that can still be fixed up to a projectivity).

Step 2 We analyze some necessary conditions on the parameters of S;, imposed by the fact that there are
no other lines on §; extending the fixed M; to a configuration of type M; 1. In this way we obtain
sets of equations on the parameters of S;.

Step 3 We determine all the solutions of the equations obtained in Step 2. Call X; the set of these
solutions.

Step 4 We substitute each solution of X; into the parameters of S; and we study the families of surfaces
obtained in this way. We usually find that for some elements of X; the corresponding c.ss. are
either reducible or cones or ruled surfaces; hence by 1.1 the remaining families of c.ss. (if they
exist) contain a finite number of lines. We study their configurations of lines and collect those

D s®@

.S

families of c.ss. which do not contain any M;,1; we denote them by Si( . etc.

Step 5 We analyze the families Sl-(j ) obtained in Step 4 and we select specific c.ss. such that all their orbits
cover the above families.

The tools needed in the above steps are essentially as follows:

- an algorithm for factorizing multivariate polynomials (over the field of rational numbers);

- Algorithm 2.3 to study the configuration of lines on the irreducible cubic surfaces obtained;

- a method for finding the solutions of Step 3 above, which is based on the fact that, every time we have to
perform this step, at least one equation either factorizes or is linear in one variable. In this second case,
the substitution of such a variable in the remaining equations gives rise to polynomials which factorize
into polynomials, linear in some other variables. This procedure can be repeated until the complete
resolution of the initial equations.

The above steps are repeated for i = 1,...,4. Here we summarize the results obtained after Step 4:
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1) The cubic surfaces containing a system of lines M; but not M, are given by: 81(1),852);

)
i1) The cubic surfaces containing a system of lines My but not M3 are given by: Sél),82(2), 82(3);
)

119) The cubic surfaces containing a system of lines M3 but not M, are given by: S?El), . ,S?Eﬁ);
1w) The cubic surfaces containing a system of lines My but not M5 are given by: Sf), . ,Sfl).

The explicit equations of the families S ()5 are written below).
j

Then we give some examples and the outline of the procedure followed through Step 5, to obtain the list of
the c.ss. T4,...,T13.

Finally, we study c.ss. containing an L-set, distinguishing the singular and the reducible ones.

Notation. If S is an irreducible c.s., then there exists a non-singular point P € S; let Tp(S) denote the
tangent plane to S at the point P and Cp = Tp(S) N S be the corresponding plane cubic curve, necessarily
singular at P.

Before going on with the steps listed above, we need the following result:

A. Every cubic surface contains a line.

Here we give a self-contained proof of this well-known fact, using a method which is a suitable modifi-
cation of [R1], Ch. 7, and that also gives an algorithm for an easy computation of the lines on a c.s. with
numerical approximation.

5.2. If a cubic surface S does not contain an infinite number of lines, then it contains either a plane nodal
curve or a plane cuspidal curve.

Clearly, the surface S is irreducible, then there exists a non-singular point P € S. Three possibilities occur:
either Cp is reducible (hence Cp C S contains a line) or Cp is irreducible and has a node at P or Cp is
irreducible and has a cusp at P. Hence, if S does not contain any plane nodal or cuspidal curve, then for any
non-singular point P € .S, there exists a line [p such that P € [p C S, i.e. S is a ruled surface; in particular,
it contains infinitely many lines. O

5.3. All plane nodal curves are projectively equivalent.
(see for instance [Hal, Ch.10).

5.4. If an irreducible cubic surface S contains a plane nodal curve then, up to a projectivity, it has equation:
a(x® — 222 + y?2) + ba®t + cayt + dyt + exzt + fyzt + gat® + hyt* —izt(z +t) = 0. (11)

By 5.3, we may assume that S passes through the fixed plane cubic curve I' = V(¢,4%2 — 22(2 — x)) and
(as in the proof of 5.2) that S is smooth at (0,0,1,0) (the node of T'). Take now a line I through (0,0, 1,0)
and not contained in the plane 7 : ¢ = 0; hence [ intersects S in two other distinct points A and Bj; it is
easy to see that there exists a unique projectivity F' € PGLy4 extending the identity on 7 and such that
F(A) = (0,0,0,1), F(B) = (0,0,1,1). So we may assume that, up to a linear change of coordinates, S
contains the plane cubic curve I' and passes through the points (0,0,0,1) and (0,0,1,1); imposing these
conditions on S we can see, by a direct computation, that S has equation (11).

5.5. Let S be an irreducible c.s. of the above family; then S contains at least one line.

Note that in equation (11) we can assume a # 0 (otherwise the corresponding polynomial has ¢ as a factor).
Consider the following parametrization of the curve I in 5.4: ¢ : P! — I" C S defined by:

B(u,v) == (duv(v — u), duv(v + u), (u — v)3,0)

Note that ¢(0,1) = ¢(1,0) = (0,0, 1,0) is the node of T".
To characterize the points X = (u,v) € P! such that through P := ¢(X) € S passes a line of S, consider
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the plane cubic curve Cp = S N Tp(S). Using (11) we can explicitly compute Tp(S), where P = P(u,v),
obtaining the coeflicients of the equation:

Tp(S): olu,v)z+ Bu,v)y + v(u,v)z + 6(u,v)t =0

where v(u,v) = auv® # 0; in particular, this implies that S is smooth at each point P € I'. Thus a
straightforward computation yields the equation of Cp.
After the change of coordinates in the plane Tp(S):

r=X+wv—-—u)Z
y=—-X+@w+u)Z
t=20Y

the point P becomes (0,0, 1). Let us call again (z,y, z) the new coordinates in Tp(S) instead of (X,Y, Z);
hence C'p has an equation of the form:

CP: fg(,ib,y)—i-fQ(QC,y)Z:O
where

3 2 2 2 2 3.3 3 2 2.2 2
fa = eny” + uvernzy” + u vieszTy +uvensx”,  fo = gy’ + uvgrory + u v g3z

and e, €12, €13, 911, g12 are suitable polynomials in u and v not divisible either by u and by v, while e;4 and
g13 are easier to write and are precisely ej4 = u? and gi3 = v3 — u3.

Clearly, the plane cubic Cp splits into a line and a conic if and only if fs3 and fo have a common factor, i.e.
if and only if Res(f2, f3) = 0, where Res(f2, f3) (the resultant of f3 and f3) is a polynomial in a,..., i, u,v,
homogeneous in u and v.

The explicit computation of it gives:
Res(fa, f3) = u’v?H(u,v) where H(u,v)=i%?" + ... =527,

Note that here we write only the coefficients of u?” and v2” (the entire polynomial is quite big and almost
impossible to be obtained without the aid of a computer) but they are enough to show that H(u,v) has a
root different from (1,0), (0,1),(0,0) and has degree at most 27. Namely ¢ # 0, since the computation of
the jacobian of the cubic surfaces of (11) with ¢ = 0 gives that the point (0,0,1,0) is singular, against our
assumption. O

This shows A. in the case that the surfaces contain a plane nodal curve. In the case of a cuspidal plane
curve, we can proceed essentially in the same way.

Remark 5.6. 1) A slight modification of the above proof is enough to show that almost all cubic surfaces
contain 27 lines: one has essentially to show that if through a point of I" pass two lines, then H(u,v) has a
double root.

2) The above proof suggests an algorithm for the numerical computation of the lines on a given cubic surface
S; one can follow this procedure: take first a point on S, compute the tangent plane to S through that point
and finally intersect this plane with S. In general we get a plane nodal curve I'; which can be parametrized
by a map ¢ : P! — T'. Following the argument of the above proof, we see that the lines on S correspond to
the zero of a homogeneous polynomial in the two variables u, v, which are quite easy to find with numerical
methods.

Now we can start with the first four Steps described at the beginning of this section.

B. Study of the cubic surfaces containing a configuration M; but not a configuration Ma.

We follow the steps and the notations introduced at the beginning of the section. Fix M := {l;}, where
l1 = (y, 2). Then the linear space S of all c.ss. passing through M; is given by (0) with the conditions

a1l = ai2 = a3 = az = 0.
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We are looking for the conditions on the coefficients a;’s that avoid the extension of M; to a configuration
of type M. From lemma 2.2 (using the notation introduced in 2.1, i.e. m, (p,q) denotes the pencil of
planes py 4+ gz = 0) we know that the discriminant Dy, (p, ¢) cannot be identically zero and therefore it is a
homogeneous polynomial in p, ¢ of degree 5, so are defined at least one and at most five planes in P3. Up to
a projectivity, we assume that the plane y = 0 is one of them, i.e. we assume that (p,¢) = (1,0) is a solution
of D;,. Moreover, the intersection of the plane y = 0 with any surface of S; must be I3, since we require
that there are no lines meeting [1. Hence the coefficients of S; have to satisfy:

a2:a6:a7:alg:a19:().
Again we call §; the subfamily of (0) fulfilling all these conditions:
. 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 3 _
S1: arxty+aszy” +agxyz + asxyt + agyt + agyzt + a1o yt® + a14y° + a15y 2z + a6 yz© + ar7 z° = 0.

Suppose now that there is another solution of D;, different from (1,0). Up to projectivity, we can assume
that it is given by (p,q) = (0,1), i.e. by the plane z = 0. Again it must happen that {z =0} N S = I3 for
every S € §1. Hence the parameters of S; have to satisfy:

a1=a3=a5:a8:a10=0.

However, using Algorithm 2.3, we infer that such S’ have infinitely many lines. Therefore we are forced to
consider the other possibility: all the 5 planes defined by D, coincide with y = 0. The computation of the
discriminants Dy, (p, q) for S; give:

Dy, (p,q) = ¢* (asp® + aap®q + oapq® + aog?®)

where ) ) )
oo = as a4 — azasag + ajag” + az“aip — 4a1ai4a10

2
a1 = azasa9 — 2a1a8a9 + 4aiaisaio — 2a4a3a10 + asasag — as“ais
2 2 2
a2 = aiag” — a4a5a9 — 4ajaiea1o0 + as“ao + as“ae
2
a3 = arr (4apar — as?)

and this polynomial has the only solution (p,q) = (1,0) if and only if ag = as = a3 = 0. In order to simplify
the resolution to these equations, we first note that a;; = 0 implies the reducibility of the surfaces of Sy
(indeed a7 = 0 implies that the plane y = 0 is a component of any element of S;). Then, from a3z = 0 we
get that either a3 = a5 = 0 or a9 = a%/(élal). From the first condition, it is straightforward to find the
solutions. The second one, substituted in the first three equations, gives a system that can easily be solved
as soon as one factorizes over Q the involved polynomials. All the solutions obtained are then:

ag a4 a5
X1 :=4la1 =0,a5 =0,a10 =0], [a1 =0,a4 =0,a5 = 0], |a10 = ——, a9 = .
4@1 2a1

(In this last one, ay is assumed # 0).
Now, as exposed in Step 4, we substitute each element of X; into the parameters of §; and we analyze the
surfaces obtained:

azxy® + agxyz + aray® + ar5 y°z + as Yt + are Yz’ + agyzt + a7 2° =0

SVt agay? + aray® + a5 Yz + asyPt+ are v + agyzt + aro yt® +arr 2° =0
S§2) : 4a12x2y + 4a3a1xy2 + daqa12yz + 4asaixyt + 4a14a1y3 + 4a15a1y2z—|—

+ 4a8a1y2t + 4a16a1y22 + 2a4a5yzt + a52yt2 + 4aj7a12> =0

Using Algorithm 2.3 we conclude that the first family consists of ruled (or reducible) surfaces, while the
other ones are cubic surfaces containing the line /; and no other lines (when not reducible).
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Therefore we have proved that, if a cubic surface does not contain a configuration of lines of type Ma,
then, up to a linear change of coordinates, it is in one of the two families Sfl) or 852), which will be studied
in Step 5, at the end of this section.

C. Study of the cubic surfaces containing a configuration My but not Ms3.

We can fix My :={l; = (y,2),la = (x,y)}; the c.ss. of (0) containing M> have to satisfy the conditions
ail = a12 = a13 = 17 = @18 = a19 = azo =0

giving a family Sy, say. We distinguish two cases: a) the line res (I1,1l3) coincides with one the two lines of
M (say 1y, up to a projectivity); b) the lines Iy, ls, m := res (I3, l2) are distinct.
a) The conditions in this case are:

as=a7y =0

and they give a family Sy,. If the configuration M5 on a surface S € Sy, cannot be extended to Ms, then
one of the two possibilities occurs:

a1) no other lines intersect I or l2, hence S contains only /; and lo;

az) all the lines of S pass through the point (0,0,0,1).

In case a1), we first take the discriminant Dy, (p,q) of the conics lying on m, (p,q) : py + gz = 0.
This polynomial must have the only solution (p,q) = (1,0). In fact, if not, we can assume that, up to a
projectivity, the plane y = z intersects S in three lines that must be all equal to I1; hence the coefficients
have to satisfy

a1 =as5=aijg=ag+ag =az3+ag+ag=0

and, from Algorithm 2.3, we easily see that in this case S contains infinitely many lines.

Then we take the discriminant Dy, (p, q) of the conics lying on 7, (p,q) : py + gz = 0. If Dy, (p,q) has the
only solution (p,q) = (1,0), we get a set of equations on the coefficients of S that, together with the above
conditions given by Dy, (p, q), force all the corresponding c.ss. to be either reducible or RS.

Therefore we are left to study the case in which Dy, (p, ¢) has at least another solution different from (1, 0);
up to projectivity, we can assume that it is (0, 1), corresponding to the plane z = 0. The assumption a;)
implies that SN {z = 0} = 3. Hence we impose on Sy, this last condition which becomes

ag = ag = aip = a15 = aie = 0.

It turns out that these c.ss. already satisfy the initial requirement on Dy, (p,q) (i-e. to have (p,q) = (1,0) as
only solution); so we obtain the family:

Sél) Do x2y + a3 xy2 + a4 xYyz + a5 xYt + ae 2% + a4 y3 = 0.

Using 2.3 we see that these c.ss. (when irreducible) contain Iy, 2 and no other lines.

In case as), we may assume that S € Sy, contains also the line m := (z, 2), i.e. that ag = a0 = a4 = 0.
By as), the lines res (I3, m) and res (l2, m) have to contain the point (0,0,0,1); therefore, we obtain the
further conditions: a5 = ag = 0 and this forces S to be a cone.
b) We have two cases:
b1) m does not pass through (0,0,0,1) (e.g. m = (y,t));
ba) m passes through (0,0,0,1) (e.g. m = (y,z — 2)).

In case by), if M does not extend to an M3 configuration, then necessarily the c.s. contains only Iy, Iz, m;
with the usual techniques involving the discriminants Dy, , D;,, Dy, we obtain the family

852) : a4a5xy2 — a4a5TYz — a52:1cyt + a52xzt — a5a14y3 — a4a8y2z — a5a8y2t + asagyzt = 0.

In case bg), if My does not extend to an M3 configuration, then either S has other lines (again through
(0,0,0,1)), then S turns out to be a cone; or S contains only the above three lines. In the last situation we
obtain the following family:

853) oayly—2)as—x(y—2)(x—y—2)as +yt (y — 2) ag — aray® — a15y*z — a16yz> = 0.
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D. Study of the cubic surfaces containing a configuration Mz but not My.

Up to a linear change of coordinates, we may assume that the three lines of M3 are

h=(y2); l=(xy); I3=I(x1)
so that the equation of the generic cubic surface S through them is:
Sy az’y + b’z + cay? + dayz + exyt + fxz® + grzt + hy’t + iyzt + jyt? = 0.
5.7. Let S € Ss; if M3 cannot be completed to a configuration of type My, then necessarily the discriminant

Dy, (p, q) has the only solution (p,q) = (1,0).

If M3 cannot be completed to an My, then
i) either it does not exist a further line meeting l; and I3;
i1) or there exists a line m # Iy meeting I; and I3, but Iy, 2,13, m is not an My configuration.

i) In this case the conic Cy, (p, q), residual to 1 on the plane 7, (p,q) : py + gz = 0, is degenerate only on
the plane y = 0, i.e. Dy, (p,q) has the only solution (p,q) = (1,0).

1) In this case, m must contain one of the two points A := 1Nz or B := loNl3. Clearly, up to a projectivity,
we can assume that m passes through B and intersects /1 in a point, say C, different from A. Suppose there
exists a plane o # {y = 0} on which the residual conic to I; splits in two lines, one of them (say n) passes
necessarily through D := [3 No. Clearly, the set {l1,l2,l3,m,n} contains an My configuration. Therefore
the only plane on which Cy, (p, ¢) splits must be, also in this case, y = 0. O

The computation of the discriminant involved in 5.7 gives:

Dy, (p,q) == q (cup® + asp’q + aap®¢® + a1pg® + aog*)  where
ao= ah®+c*j—ceh
a1 = 2ahi+ bh? + 2¢dj — cei — cgh — deh
as = ai? + 2bhi+ 2¢fj — cgi + d?j — dei — dgh — efh
as = bi’ +2dfj —dgi —efi— fgh
as = f(fj—gi).
Clearly, the only solution of Dy, (p,q) is (1,0) if and only if the coefficients of S satisfy the system:

a1 =ay=a3=a4 =0.

Taking all the solutions of it (for the sake of shortness, we omit them), we obtain several families of reducible
or ruled surfaces and six families, say Sél), e ,83(6), of irreducible cubic surfaces:

S?(,l) . az’y + b’z + cay? + exyt + grzt + jyt> =0
S§2) . aha®y + gex?z + chay® + ehayt + ghazt + h*y?t + jhyt> = 0
S?(,g) . adhz?y — d(cg — de)x?z + cdhaxy® + d*hayz + edhayt + gdhazt + h2dy*t + gh’yt* = 0
S§4) o (egi+ d%5)xPy + gdix?z + cixy® + difxyz + i(gh + 2dj)zyt + i2grzt + hiy*t + Pyzt + ji*yt? = 0
S§5) o az?y + cay? + deyz + fr2? + hy*t =0
Séﬁ)  dafgir?y + 4bfgPatz + (2gdbi + g2d® + b%i% — daifg)xy® + 4df g?xyz+
+2¢%(dg + 3bi)axyt + 4f2g%x2? + 4g° fazt — 2ig(—dg + bi)y*t + 4ifg’yzt + 4ig3yt*> = 0

It turns out that these ones have no My configuration on them (when not RS).
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E. Study of the cubic surfaces containing a configuration M, but not a configuration Ms.

We can assume, up to a projectivity, that the cubic surface S passes through the lines

ll:(yaz); l2:($7y)a lg:(I,t); ly = (I—t,y—Z)

and let A=1;Nly =(0,0,0,1), B=11Nly =(1,0,0,1), C =1lsnNly =(0,1,1,0), D =1l3Nly = (0,0,1,0).
So 84 has equation:

az®(y—2)+ba(y—2)(y+2) +ey*(w—t) +dy(z—t)(@+t)+ey(yz—zt)+ fay(y—2) +gay(e—t) +ha(ye —2t) = 0

If S € §4 does not contain an L-set, then necessarily one of the following two cases occurs:
1. the only degenerate conics on S residual to Il are on the two planes x = 0 and y = 0 and the only
degenerate conics on S residual to [y are on the two planes y = 0 and y = z;
2. there exists a third plane 7 passing through I (resp. l3) with a degenerate residual conic on it.
We are going to study these cases separately: case 1 in 5.8 and 5.9, case 2 in 5.10, respectively.

5.8. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface of the family Sy; assume that the conic Ci,(p,q) on the plane
7,(p,q) : py + qr = 0 is degenerate only if (p,q) € {(1,0),(0,1)}. Then S contains a square of lines such
that one of the vertices is a singular point of S; in particular, up to a projectivity, S has equation

az®(y — z) + ba(y — 2)(y + 2) + ey’ (x — t) + dy(zy — zt) + exy(y — 2) + fay(x —t) + gu(zy — 2t) =0 (12)

and (0,0,0,1) is a singular point.
The discriminant of Cy, (p, q) is:

Dy, (p,q) := pq (asp® + a2p*q + a1pg® + apg®),  where
ap = (c+e)(bc—be—e*—ef)
a1 = ace + ae® — 4b%d — 4bed — 2bcg — 4bde — 4bdf + 2beh + 2ceh+
+cfh+de? — df? + e2g + 3e®h + efg+ 2efh
as = 4abd — ach + 2adf — aeg — 2aeh + 4bd* + 4bdg + 4bdh + bg*—
— bh? — ch® — 2deh — 2egh — 3eh?® — fgh — fh?
az= (a+h)(ad—dh—gh—h?).

From the assumption, all the roots of Dy, (p, ¢) must belong to the set {(1,0),(0,1)}, i.e. the coefficients «;’s
must satisfy one of the following four systems of equations:

a3:a2=a1:O; a3=a2:a0=O; a1:a0=a3:O; alzaozagzo.

In particular, the parameters must satisfy either a3 = as =0 or a3 = ag = 0.

Note that if we exchange a with ¢, b with d, e with A and f with g in a3 and aq, we get, respectively, g
and a;. This gives that it is enough to study only the case g = ag = 0. All the solutions in a, ..., h to this
system give rise to reducible cubic surfaces except the following five ones (where the denominators can be
assumed not zero):

hf+ he+hb—2bd
[a=—h,g=—h—2d]; [az Chg= T e: . [d=0,h=0,g=0]; [d:O,h:O,b: %]
g
. h? + gh + dh . —2h%e + 3 hbd + hdf — geh — deh + 2 d*b + gbd
N d ’ N h?
which give rise, respectively, to five families of cubic surfaces (say Vi,...,Vs). It is easy to see that V4 and

V4 are singular at the point (1,0,0,1), V3 and V, are singular at the point (0, 0,0, 1), while V5 is singular at
the point P := (—d,0,0,h+ g + d).
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As far as Vi,...,V; are concerned, we can conclude that one of the vertices of the square ly,1s,13,14 is

singular.

As far as V5 is concerned, note that the singular point is not one of the four vertices A, B, C, D of the given

square; nevertheless, the following lines 11, l2, res (I2,13),res (I1,14) give rise to an My configuration (in fact

the condition that two vertices coincide implies d = 0 or h = 0, which in this case is not possible) and

moreover the singular point P is one of the vertices (P = res (la,l3) Nres (I1,14)).

So we prove the claim and, up to a linear change of coordinates, we can assume that the surface S passes

through l1,...,l4 as above and is singular at the point A = (0,0,0,1). In this way we get the equation (12).
O

5.9. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface of the family (12) and let 7, (p,q) : p(y — z) + qy = 0 and
71, (p,q) : py+ gqr = 0 be the pencil of planes of center Iy and la, respectively. Assume that the three non
trivial roots of Dy, (p, q), for i = 1,2, belong to the set {(1,0),(0,1)}. Then S belongs to one of the following

families Sil), e ,858) of irreducible singular cubic surfaces:
Sil) : abz(xy + vz — 2yt) + aexy(x —t) — b2 (y — 2)(wy + 2 — 2yt)—
—bey(x —t)(y — 2) + bgr(2zy — 3yt + 2t) + egry(z —t) =0
Sf) : bfa?(y — 2) + Ayt(y — 2) — cexy(y — 2) — cfay(x —t) —bex(y — 2)(y +2) =0
8P ar(y—2) +eyla— )y —2)+ faylx —1) =0
S ar(y — 2) + by — 2)(wy + w2 — 2yt) +ey(z — t)(y — 2) + fuy(z —1) =0
855) : az?(y — 2) +bx(y — 2)(y + 2) + ey’ (x — t) + exy(y — 2) =
S baly -2 — etz —t) — fulz —t)(y —2) =0
Sf) : az?(y — 2) +cy*(x —t) — fat(y —2) =0
SP e —t) +exyly —2) + fale — )y — 2) =

As usual we compute Dy, (p,q) and Dy, (p,q) and impose the suitable conditions on the coefficients of these
polynomials. In this way we obtain (out of the reducible ones) the above families of cubic surfaces arising,
respectively, from the following sets of conditions on the coefficients of (12):

2ab+ ae+ 3bg +eg
b
[d=—-c,c=2b+e,g=0],[g=0,d=0,f=0], [d=0,9g=—f,a= f,e=—20]
b=0,d=0,e=0,g=—-f], [b=0,d=0,9=—f,a=f].

d=—-c,c=2b+e, f=— , [d=—-c,a=—=bf/c,g=0], [d=—¢c,b=0,c=¢,g =0]

O

5.10. Let S € S4 and assume that there exists a plane, say m, through l;, out of y =0 and y — z = 0, on
which the residual conic to 1y is degenerate. Then there exists a line (on w), say ms, meeting both Iy and 3.
Moreover, one of the following two cases occurs:

i) if ms contains one of the vertices of My, then either S contains an L-set or it belongs to one of the

Silo)7 Sill)

following three families Sig), of irreducible singular cubic surfaces:

S anly —2) (@ —t) —br(y — 2)* + eyly + 2)(w — 1) =0
Silo) o oar?(y — 2) + cy(2ay — yt — 2t) + dry(y —2) =0
S azt(y —2) +baly — 2)(y+2) +eyly + 2) @ — 1) = 0;
i1) if my does not contain any vertex, then either S contains an M5 configuration or it is in the class B.

Call w and w' the two lines such that 7 NS =13 Uw Uw’; then one (say ms) among w and w’ meets [3.
1) Assume first that ms contains a vertex of the square. Then, up to a projectivity, we may assume that ms
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contains the vertex A (and not C, since m # {y — z = 0}, by assumption); so we can choose ms = (z,y + z).
Note that in this case the point A is singular. The equation of the generic cubic surface passing through
ll, ZQ, lg, l4, ms is then:

22y — 2)a+ 2(y — 2)(y + 2)b + y(2zy — yt — 2t)c + xy(y — 2)d + xy(x — t)e + x(zy — 2t) f = 0.

Let us remark that {1, [s,13,14 and 1, ms5, 13,14 are two configurations of type My; if S does not contain an
L-set then, in particular, they cannot be completed into an L-set.

Let mg := res(l1,ms); in the general case it meets only /3 among the lines of the first square, giving an
L-set. To avoid this situation, one of the following conditions must hold:

m6:l1; me = M5; mﬁﬂlg#(?); mgﬂlgﬁw; mﬁﬂl4§£@.

It is clear that the first two conditions are contained in the other ones, which give, respectively: e = f, d =
—C, f = —a.

Let m7 := res(l1,l2); in the general case it meets only /; among the lines of the second square, giving an
L-set. As in the previous case, the conditions my7 = ly; my = lo; mr NIz # 0; my Ny # 0; mr Nms # 0 can
be reduced to b =0, f = —a, f = 0. Hence we can conclude that, if S does not contain an L-set, then one
of the following systems of equations must be satisfied:

B b=0 [b=0 e=0 [f=0
F=70% Ye=f \d=-c \f=0 \d=-c

which give, respectively, the following families of surfaces:

Yi: zz(z—t)a—2a(y—2)(y+ 2)b — y(2zxy — yt — zt)e — 2y(y — z)d —zy(z —t)e =0
Ya: 2%(y —2)a+yxy — yt — 2t)c + axy(y — 2)d + x(2xy — yt — 2t)e =0

Yz: 2%y —2)a+yy+2)(x —t)c+ ay(ez —t)e + x(zy — 2t)f =0

Yi: a?(y—2)a+a(y—2)(y+2)b+yQey —yt — zt)c+ay(y — 2)d =0

Vs 2y —z)a+a(y—2)(y+2)b+yle —t)(y +2)c+ay(z —t)e = 0.

With the Algorithm 2.3 we can compute all the lines of Y7; studying their incidence relations, it is possible
to see that, for generic coefficients Y7 contains an L-set, unless

b d
e:_w, d=—2b—c;

these conditions give rise to the family Sig). Analogous computations show that Ys gives rise (with f = 0)

to the subfamily Silo) and, finally, Y, gives rise (with the condition d = —¢) to the subfamily Sill)

1) Assume now that ms does not contain any vertex of the square. In this case ms is skew w.r.t. Iy and ly;
up to a projectivity we may assume that ms: t = 0 = z. The equation of the generic cubic surface passing
through ll, ZQ, lg, l4, ms is

(2% —y*t)a +xz(z — t)f + (222 — yt*)b + x(z2 — yt)e — 22(y — 2)d + z(xz — yt)c = 0.

With the same kind of computations performed in the previous case, one can show that the surfaces of this
family either contain an L-set on are in the class B. O
In particular, since all the c.ss. obtained above are singular, we have proved that

5.11. Every smooth c.s. contains an L-set. |

(This is part of the forthcoming proof of 1.3).
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F. Study of irreducible cubic surfaces not containing an L-set.

So far we have collected several families of cubic surfaces Sl-(J ) which correspond to those not containing
certain configurations of lines. Now we want to determine suitable representatives (and their orbits) of these
families (according to Step 5 at the beginning of this section). Here we summarize the method used to obtain
the list (3).

Let U be one of the above families of cubic surfaces.

Step 5; We determine, using Algorithm 2.3, the lines of the cubic surfaces of U, we study their configuration
in the generic case and we collect the degenerate cases which can occur (adding them to the

collection of the above families Si(] )).

Step 55 We check if the configuration of lines of the generic cubic surface of U can be fixed up to projectivity.
If this is possible (and it will turn out that this is indeed possible for all the cases to be considered),
we choose specific equations for them, obtaining a configuration of lines, say L;;.

Then we construct a family U’ take the linear system of all the cubic surfaces passing through L},
and impose the requirement that the sections with the planes containing two incident lines of L;,
be of the same type of the corresponding plane sections of U/. In particular, from this construction
it follows that U is contained in U’ up to projectivity.

In general the family U’ is simpler to describe than the family U, since the lines of its surfaces are
fixed and do not depend on the parameters. (We anticipate that the configuration of lines obtained
in this step are those listed in (4)).

Step 53 We compute the group G := mleL; Stab(l).

Step 54 We fix a specific cubic surface T in Y’ and we check whether moving it with the elements of G we
obtain all the elements of ’. If this is the case, O (the orbit of T under the action of PGLy)
contains the whole family U and we are done. It will turn out that there is only one case in which
this does not occur: it is the case of the family 713, studied below.

We observe that Step 53 is almost done in Section 3, where we list the groups H; indeed, for i = 3,...,13,
H® =, Stab(l).
Here we give some examples of the application of the above procedure and then we list all the results.

First example. Consider the family
U:= S§5) o ax’y + cxy? + deyz + faz? + hytt = 0.

Step 5;1: these cubic surfaces contain only the lines (z,y), (y,z), (x,t) by construction. The intersection of

any cubic surface S of S§5) with the plane y = 0 is given by fxz2. If f = 0, then we have a degenerate case to
consider (which is trivial here, since it corresponds to reducible cubic surfaces). Otherwise we use Algorithm
2.3 applied to the lines (z,y) and (y, z), to compute all the lines of S. If f,h and a are not zero, then S
contains exactly the three lines above. Moreover the case h = 0 again gives reducible surfaces. Therefore we
collect only the family obtained from the condition a = 0 (this is again a trivial case, since Algorithm 2.3
immediately shows that these surfaces are ruled surfaces).

Step 52 in the present case is unnecessary, since the lines are already fixed. A family U’ meeting the
requirement of Step 55 is then the family S§5) itself.

Step 53: the group G is here H® (see Section 3), i.e.

a 0 0 0
HO) .= 8 f 3 8 a,...,0p € K, afyd#0
6 0 0 &

Step 54: take a specific cubic surface in the family U’ = 83(5), giveneg. bya=f=h=1c=d=0and
call it T5. If we move it with the general matrix A of H®) we obtain:

A(Ts):  o?Bx?y + (52(;5 +ae? +af? + aﬁe) zy? + ay (2 + B) wyz + ay?xz® + 26yt = 0. (13)
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It is easy to see (equating the coefficients) that for those values of the parameters a, ¢, d, f, h which give rise
to a cubic surface S with exactly the three lines fixed above, there exists a matrix A € H(®) such that A(T5)
is S. Hence in this way we have shown that the orbit of the cubic surface T5 consists of all the cubic surfaces
containing a configuration of lines of type Ls.

Second example. We now take the family
U:= Sél) o axty + ba’z + cay® + exyt + grat + jyt? = 0.

Step 51: from the construction that led to Sél) we know that every S € Sél) passes through the three lines
(x,y), (y,2), and (x,t). The intersection of S with the plane y = 0 is: zz(bx + gt). Now we apply Algorithm
2.3 to S and we obtain the list of its lines (for simplicity we call them my, ..., mg although my,ms, ms are
indeed ll, lQ, lg)l

my = (xvy)a ma = (yvz)v ms3 = (.I,t), my = (y,bCC—th),
— 2 — 2 : : 3
ms 1= (om: + cg“y, begy — at) , Mg 1= (om: + cg”y, cg(jb—eg)y + jat — cg z)

where we have denoted by « the coefficient ag? + b%j — beg. The incidence relations of these lines are the
following;:

mq mo ms my ms me
my  * (0,0,0,1) (0,0,1,0) (0,0,1,0) (0,0,1,0) (0,0, ja, cg®)
me * 0 (g,0,0,—b) 0 )
ms * (0,0,1,0) (0,0,1,0) 0
my % (0,0,1,0) 0

ms * (—cg*, ag?, (2bj — eg)a, beg®)

From the intersections written above, we obtain the following degenerate cases:

-) me Nmy = (0,0,0,1): then g = 0. It turns out that each element of the corresponding family is
projectively equivalent to T5.

-) my N'mg = (0,0,1,0): this happens either if g = 0 or if ¢ = 0. The case g = 0 has already been
considered; the case ¢ = 0 gives a family of ruled surfaces, as one can verify intersecting a surface of
this family with any plane passing through the line (y, z): the section always splits into three lines.

-) mi1 N'mg = (0,0,0,1): then jo = 0, thus & = 0 (since j = 0 implies S reducible). If b = 0, then we get
a = 0, since S is irreducible; the corresponding c.ss. are represented by Ts. Otherwise, j = (beg—ag?)/b?;
also in this case, the corresponding surfaces are projectively equivalent to T§.

It is clear that special positions of the point ms N mg lead to conditions already considered.

Step 5a: in the generic case, the six lines mq, ..., mg are disposed as in configuration L1 and they can be
fixed up to projectivity: hence we assume they are the lines of the configuration L};. Now we take the
generic cubic surface passing through Lj; and we impose on it all the conditions that are satisfied by the

surfaces of the family 83(,1), i.e. res(my, m3) = ms. In this way we obtain the family:
U':  ax’y +br?z — axy® + bayt — bzt — byt? = 0. (14)

According to Step 53, this family is described by fewer parameters and hence it is simpler to analyze.
Step 53: the group G is here H('V (see Section 3) i.e.

« 0 0 0
(11) ._ 0 (&% 0 0
HE=1 0 s-a 8 0
a—3 0 0 8

and we move, as in Step 54, a specific surface of U’ (e.g. the surface T, obtained in case a =1,b=1) by a
matrix A € H:

A(T): oP2%y+ fFPax’z — oBay? + fPaayt — fPaxzt — fPayt® = 0.
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A comparison of the coefficients of this family of surfaces with the family (14) shows that, up to projectivity,
Ty represents any surface of U’. Hence we have proved that Or,, describes all the cubic surfaces with a

configuration of lines of type Li; and, in particular, the generic element of the family S:gl).

Third example. Let us consider the family
U= Sf) coax?(y—2) + by — 2)(wy + xz — 2yt) +ey(z — t)(y — 2) + fay(lz —t) = 0.

Step 51 and ba: the configuration of the lines of the generic element of 854) is of type L1z and can be fixed
up to projectivity: we refer to Li; as in (4). The family U’, consisting of the c.ss. having, in general, exactly
L7; as configuration of lines, is:

U: X(y—2)(2? —ay—az+2yt) + Yy —1t) (y—2) + Zay (x — t) = 0.

In particular, we can identify U4’ with a two dimensional space P? (with coordinates X, Y, Z).
Step 53: contrary to what we have done in the previous cases, we now take for G the whole group

G = Stab(L13"*) H(13) 53(9513),95,13)) % 52(f2(13))

of matrices which map Lj, to itself.
Step 54: consider the action of G on the irreducible cubic surfaces of U’. Since the reducible c.ss. of
U’ have infinitely many lines, then necessarily at least one of the three discriminants Dy, , Di,, Dy, (where
m = (y,x — z) = res(l1,l2)) is zero. It turns out that this occurs if and only if (X,Y, Z) belongs to the
plane quartic curve

Q: XZY-2X)2X-Y+Z)=0.

Conversely, if (X,Y, Z) € @ then the corresponding c.s. of U’ is reducible, as follows from the factorization
of the involved polynomials.

Therefore we have to consider the action of G on U’ \ Q. Moreover, it is easy to see that f2(13)(5’) =5,
for any S € U’; so the orbit OF of S under the action of G coincides with that obtained under the action of

(13) (13)
S3(92 7595 )
If S = (a,b,c) is an irreducible cubic surface of U, it is easy to compute its orbit OF which turns out

to be the union of the following six lines in P?2:
2¢eX —c¢Y —(2a—0)Z, 2cX—-cY+2a—-b+0c)Z, 22a—b)X—(2a—-bY 4+ (2a—-b+¢)Z

22a—b+c)X — (2a—b+c)Y +(2a—b)Z, 2(2a—b)X—(2a—b)Y —cZ, 2(2a—b+c)X —(2a—b—+c)Y +cZ.

From this we see that (although G has been taken as large as possible) no 0-dimensional subvariety of U’ \ @
can intersect all the orbits, hence, in order to parametrize the orbits, we are forced to consider a subvariety
of U’ of dimension at least 1. Take, for instance, the line of equation Y = 0. If we set X = ¢ and Z = p, we
obtain exactly the one-dimensional subfamily of cubic surfaces of U':

Tis(p,q) 1 pay(z —t) +q(y — 2)(2® —zy — 22 + 2yt) = 0

which is irreducible iff pg(2q + p) # 0 (as follows by intersecting @ with the line Y = 0). For simplicity let
us call W this open set of the line Y = 0 in &’ 2 P% . ,; in this way we introduce the variety P!\ A (where
A :={(1,0),(0,1),(—2,1)}) and we identify it with W C ¢’. From the above argument, it is clear that the
irreducible surfaces of the initial family I/ are represented by U’ \ @ and that this space is parametrized by
PY\ A. In fact, if S € U’ \ Q is an irreducible c.s., then

OsN(U'\Q)=0f§ hence OsNW =05NW.

In particular, any orbit Og intersects W = P!\ A (this gives the part of the Proof of Theorem 1.8
concerning P! \ A). More precisely, Og N W consists (in general) of 6 points, hence 6 points of W belong
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to the same orbit. We can explicitly compute their coordinates: if S = (a,c) is a generic point of W, then
Og NW consists of:

(a,¢), (2a+e¢,—2¢), (2a+c¢,—4a), (—a,2a+¢), (c,4a), (—c,4a+ 2c).

(This gives the Proof of Theorem 1.12; since S3 acts on P!\ A and the orbits of this action are the above
sets of 6 points).

This concludes the study of the family S£4).

The above description allows us to compute Stab(S), where S := T13(p, q) and pq(2¢ + p) # 0. As in
Section 3, we compute H1(13) := Stab(S) N H™), obtaining:

rSs 0 0 O

sy 0 2 0 O
H, ™ = 0 r(r—s) rs 0 ‘ rse€ K, rs#0

s(r—s) 0 0 s?

We have two cases to distinguish: if 4g+p # 0 then it is easy to verify that Stab(S)N (H(13) x S3 (gél?’), g§13)))

is again H1(13)7 so taking into account that f2(13)(5’) = S we obtain that

Stab(S) = H™ x 8, ().
If 4¢ + p = 0, then the equation of S is:
322y + 222 + xy? — dayt — x2? — 2yt + 2yzt = 0.

For this specific cubic surface, Stab(S) N g8 H13) = g™ H): more precisely it turns out that

)

Stab(S) = H x Sy (g8"™) x Sy (5.

5.12. With the techniques used in the above examples we obtain that:

- each element of Sfl) and 852) is projectively equivalent to T};

- each element of Sél) is p.e. to Ty;

- each element of 852) is p.e. to T3;

- each element of 853) is p.e. to Ty;

- the generic elements of Sél), Séz), S?(,B), S§4),S§6) are p.e. to the c.s. Tiy;
- two special subfamilies of Sél), S§2) are represented by Tg;

- the generic elements of S§5) and of a subfamily of S?El) are p.e. to T5;

- each element ofSil) and Sf) is p.e. to Tha;
- each element ofo’) and 858) is p.e. to T%;
- the generic element of Sf) is p.e. to Ty3(p, q), while a subfamily of Sf) is represented by T7;
- the generic element of Sf) is p.e. to Ty, while a subfamily of Sf) is represented by Tho;
- each element of Siﬁ) and Sf) is p.e. to Tg;
- the generic element of Sig),&ilo), Siu) is p.e. to Tho again;
- two subfamilies of Silo) and Sill), respectively, are represented by Tg
(here “each” means “each, when not reducible”). |

The above study concludes the Proof of Theorem 1.8.
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G. Study of cubic surfaces containing an L-set.

5.13. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface and let r C S be a line such that D, (p,q) #Z 0 and the planes
m1(r),...,m5(r) are distinct. Then S is smooth out of r.

This can easily be checked as follows: suppose that S is singular at a point P ¢ r; up to a projectivity we
can assume r = (z,y) and P = (1,0,0,0). We impose these conditions on (0) and we compute D,.(p,q). By
factorizing it, we get that two planes among 7 (r), ..., m5(r) coincide. O

5.14. Let S be an irreducible cubic surface, r C S be a line and let m be a plane through r such that the
cubic curve w N S splits into three lines. If these three lines are not distinct, then S is singular.

Let us first assume that the three lines all coincide with r = (z,y). This gives 5 linear conditions on (0).
The computation of the Jacobian shows that, in this case, the surface must be singular.

Assume now that there are exactly two distinct lines, » = (z,y) and s = (z,y), on the plane section 7N S
and assume also that res(r,s) = r. Imposing these conditions on (0), we can see again that the obtained
surfaces are singular. 0

5.15. Let S be an irreducible surface containing an L-set. The following conditions are equivalent:
i) S is smooth;

ii) for any line r contained in S, D,(p,q) # 0, the planes w1 (r),...,ws(r) are distinct and on any plane
m;(r) there are two distinct lines out of r, fori =1,...,5;
iii) if s; and sg are two distinct meeting lines on S, then Dy, (p,q) # 0, the planes m1(s;),...,m5(s;) are

distinct for i = 1,2 and S is smooth at the point s1 N so;
iv) the number of lines contained in S is 27.

i) = ii) Let us assume first that there exists a line r such that two planes among 71 (r), ..., 75 (r) coincide.
Clearly, up to a projectivity we may assume r = (z,y) and that the double root of D..(p,q) is (1,0) (cor-
responding to the plane y = 0). If we impose these conditions on the generic cubic surface, we see at once
that S has at least a singular point. Using 5.14 we conclude the proof.

1) = i) Since S contains an L-set of lines, say L := (l1,...,l5), then it cannot be a cone and Iy, 15,3 form
an Mjs-type configuration. By assumption the planes m(L;),...,m5(l;) (¢ = 1,3) are distinct, so by 5.13, S
is smooth out of the line [; and out of the line I3; hence S is smooth everywhere.

i1) = 4i1) Obvious, since we have already proved the equivalence ) < ii).

i91) = 1) Immediate, from 5.13.

i — i —4%i) = iv) Since S contains an L-set, then S contains two incident lines, say s; and sp. From the
assumption i), s3 := res(s1,s2) is distinct from s; and s3. Let us apply the argument of Algorithm 2.3
to this plane section s; U s U s3: again from i), through each s; pass 4 distinct planes (out of the plane
containing s, s2, s3) on which lie two distinct lines of S (out of s;). Hence there are 8 distinct lines (out of

the three starting lines), say sz(-l), . 5(8), meeting s;.

( L

B

%) does not meet sj, if i # 7, for any k =1,...,8, otherwise either si, s9, s3, sgk)

are four coplanar lines of S (while S is irreducible) or sq, s9, 53, sl(-k) must meet at the same point; but this
is impossible since S is smooth, by the assumption ).

Therefore there are exactly 24 distinct lines, out of s1, s2, s3, on the surface S.

w) = i). Assume that S is singular at a point P; since S contains an L-set, then there are two meeting
lines, say s1 and sz, on S such that P ¢ s;. Let us apply the argument of Algorithm 2.3 to find all the lines
on S, starting from the plane section s U s3 U s3 (83 := res (s1, $2) not necessarily distinct from s; and s3).
From 5.13, the planes m(s1),...,75(s1) are not distinct, hence the number of lines of S cannot exceed 25,
against the assumption. O

Finally let us notice that s

Now we want to find explicit expressions for the conditions in 5.15. To this end, let us assume that S
contains L* = (Iy,12,13,14,15) (defined in (1)), so S is in (2). Let A =13 Nls = (0,0,0,1). From 5.15 we
immediately obtain :

5.16. Let S be a cubic surface of the family (2). Then S is smooth if and only if the discriminants
Dy, (p,q), D1, (p, q) have no multiple roots and S is smooth at A := 1y Nly. In particular, S is smooth if and
only if 0 # 0, where o is defined in thm. 1.4.
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Computing the two discriminants we get:

Dy, (p,q) :=
p(p — q)(ap* — gpq + cq )[(2a2+2ab—2ac—bd+bg—d2+dg)p+(a—c—d)(2a—|—b—d)q]
Du,(p,q) := pa(p —q)
[(a+c+g)(a 2+ ac+ 2ba — ag + b* — bg)p*+
+ (2a*(a 4+ b — 6¢ — d) — ab(6¢ + 2d — g) + 2ac(c + 3d) + ag(d + 2g) + 2bed — cg(b + d) + g*(b — d))pg+
+ (a+c—g)(a® + ac — 2ad + ag + d*> — dg)q?]

Moreover Dy, (p, q) and Dy, (p, q) have multiple roots if and only if their discriminants (w.r.t. p and ¢) vanish,
ie.:

Dis(Dy, (p, q),p) = 0 = Dis(Dy, (p, 9), q) (a)
Dis(Di, (p, q),p) = 0 = Dis(Dy, (p, 4), q) (0)
The polynomial ¢ is given by the square—free l.c.m. of the polynomials appearing in (a) and (b), together
with the condition a + b — ¢ = 0 (equivalent to A singular). O

Proof of Theorem 1.3. We already noticed that, if S is a smooth c.s., then it contains an L-set (from
5.11). To count the number of its L-sets, we can use 5.15 as follows:
— the line I; can be chosen in 27 different ways;
the line I3 (meeting I1) can be chosen in 10 different ways;
— the line [3 (meeting lo and skew with /1) can be chosen in 8 different ways;
— the line Iy (meeting I, 3 and skew with l3) can be chosen in 4 different ways;
— the line 5 (meeting l> and skew with [y, 13,14) can be chosen in 3 different ways.
So #{L-sets} =27-10-8-4 -3 = 25,920. O

Proof of Theorem 1.4. It follows from the equivalence i) < iv) of 5.15 and from 5.16.

Proof of Theorem 1.5. It is enough to prove that cones and RS’ do not contain an L-set. Clearly, this is
true for cones. Now let S be a RS; as in 5.1 we can assume that S contains the lines r, m1, mo, mz and r is
a double line. If we intersect S with any plane 7,.(p,q) : px + qy = 0 containing r, then the computation
shows that 7.(p,q) NS = r2 Um(p, q), where m(p,q) is the corresponding residual line. In particular, any
line of S meets either r or m;. Hence, in order to obtain all the lines of S, it is enough to compute the lines
meeting my. With the usual procedure, it turns out that two possibilities arise: either there is a further line
(skew with r) and meeting all the lines m(p, q)’s (general case) or there are no further lines on S (these c.ss.
are classically known as Cayley ruled cubic surfaces). It is clear that, in both cases, S does not contain an
L-set. g

Proof of Theorem 1.6. We want to find the conditions characterizing the reducible surfaces in the family
(2). From 1.5 and 1.1, it follows that a surface S passing through an L-set contains infinitely many lines
if and only if it is reducible. Hence it is enough to find out for what values of the parameters a, ..., g the
corresponding c.s. of (2) contains infinitely many lines. Note first that res(l2,l5) is distinct from both Io
and I5 (in fact l4 intersects the plane (lo 4 I5) in a point not belonging to I U l5). Therefore, if S contains
infinitely many lines, then either ls or 5 or res (I3, 15) must meet infinitely many lines, i.e.

either Dy, (p,q) =0 or Dy (p,q) =0 or Dies(y,5)(p,q) = 0.

Studying these equations, we obtain the following:

5.17. Let S be a cubic surface of the family (2). Then S is reducible (hence it contains a plane) if and only
if one of the following groups of conditions is satisfied:

a=0 (d=2a+0b
b=—-d c=a+b B .
{a_c+d’{g_2a—|—b’ c_g’{c _(a+b)(a—|—b 9)

a
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which give rise, respectively, to the following subfamilies of (2):

(y — ) 2c(xy — 2t) + d(2zy — 2z — yt) — g(xz —yt)) =0
(y — 2) (2a(z® + ot — yt) + b(xz + 22t — yt) + d(zz + yt)) =0
bz —t)+d(y —z2)) (xzz+yt) =0
(alx—y+z+t)+b(z+1) 2ay(x —t)+ (b—g)(xz —yt)) =0.

6. PROOFS OF THE THEOREMS (II): SINGULAR CUBIC SURFACES CONTAINING AN L-SET

In this last section we want to classify singular irreducible cubic surfaces containing an L-set; we have
already parametrized them by the subvariety ¥ \ R of P4; moreover, from the result of Section 2 we know
that each of them can be expressed as the determinant of a matrix of linear forms (see Prop. 2.4) and we
can get its rational equation.

Now we use an approach quite similar to that considered in Section 5, which gave the parameter space P*
and the exceptional cases 71, ..., T13. Most of the required computations has been already done in Section 5,
so we only sketch them.

For example, to classify c.ss. with one singular point we consider the configurations M, ..., M5 in
Figure 2 and we assume that one intersection point of two lines of M;, for i = 2,3,4,5 (resp. one point of
M) is singular. Following Step 1,...,5 of Section 5, one can rather easily prove the analogous result 5.11
in the case of one singular point.

Similarly, we can proceed for c.ss. containing two or three singular points.

In the case of four singularities, it is easier to choose 4 points in general position and to study c.ss. having
them as singular points; using Algorithm 2.3, one can describe the configuration of their lines and, in
particular, their L-sets.

In this way we can prove the following result, where the names of the lines are as in (1) and the
intersection points are:

A:zllﬂlgz(0,0,0,l); B:=1 0142(1,070,1);
C = 13014:(0,1,1,0); D .= 12013:(0,0,1,0); E = 12015:(070,1,—1).

Proposition 6.1. Let S be an irreducible c.s. with finitely many lines and not projectively equivalent to
any T;, for i = 1,...,13. We have the following facts:
i) if S has (at least) one singular point, then either it is projectively equivalent to a c.s. containing L* and
singular at C' or it has more than one singular point;
ii) if S has (at least) two singular points, then either it is projectively equivalent to a c.s. containing L*
and singular at C' and D or it has more than two singular points;
iii) if S has (at least) three singular points, then either it is projectively equivalent to a c.s. containing L*
and singular at C, D and E or it has four singular points;
iv) if S has four singular points, then it is projectively equivalent to the (unique) c.s. containing L* and
singular at B, C, P, := 1 Nres (I1,l4) = (1,0,0,—1), P> := I3 Nres(I3,l4) = (0,1,—1,0).

Remark 6.2. The computation of the equations of the families arising in the above proposition is straight-
forward; namely it is enough to impose to the generic cubic surface through L* (having equation (2)) to be
singular at C' (resp. at C, D, at C, D, E, at B,C, P, P;). In each case we get a linear system of dimension
4 —r, where r is the number of the singular points; such linear systems will be denoted by IP’3C, ]P% Ds ]P’la D.E
]P’OBQ p, p, Tespectively. The equations of their general elements can be obtained from (2) and the linear
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conditions coming from the imposed singularities; we list here, for each of the above families, the set eq; of
the corresponding equations and the name of its general element:

]P)gc : €q1 = {CL+C—g = Oa T21(a7badag)
]P%)D : eqr :={eqi,a—c—d =0, Tao(a,b,d)
PlC,D,E : eqs := {eq2,2a+b—d =0, Tis(a,b)
a+c+g=0
0 . N i . 2 2 2 2 _
Pscop.p: €4a:= 4+ 2%tc—g=0" Tis: z°y—ay” +z2°—yt°=0.

a+c+2d+g=0

The usual application of Algorithm 2.3 allows us to compute the lines of each of the above linear systems,
obtaining that the general elements of them have, respectively, 21,16, 12,9 lines.

Remark 6.3. The condition ¢ = g — a defining P, inside P* leads to conclude that P?, is a component of
32; moreover Proposition 6.1 i) implies that every element of 3 \ R is projectively equivalent to an element
of P,. Finally it is clear that the linear systems defined in 6.2 are in the following chain:

P'OSDOPLOPL , DPEp s

Definition. Let P® be a linear space parametrizing a family of c.ss. and suppose that the general surface
has a constant number m of lines; we call degenerate locus of P* the subset X(P*) consisting of c.ss. which
either are reducible or have less than m lines.

Observe that the subset 3 of P* defined in Section 1 is exactly its degenerate locus.
Since we can compute the lines of the families introduced in 6.2 (by Algorithm 2.3), with techniques similar
to those used to find out ¥ C P4, we are able to compute the degenerate locus of P* (where P* is one of the
above families).
Moreover, we study the locus (IP*) and the corresponding subfamilies arising from it; some of these consist
of c.ss. having more than the required number of singularities (hence included in another family), some
others consist of reducible cubic surfaces. Therefore we keep only the subfamilies of P of irreducible c.ss.
having the same number of singular points than the general element of P° and a smaller number of lines.
Again we compute and study the degenerate locus of each of these collected subfamilies.

Here we list the obtained result:

Proposition 6.4. The following facts hold:
i) the degenerate locus of P, is

Y bgla—g)(2a+b—d)(2a+b—g)(2a—d)(2a—g)(2a—d — g)(d — g)(4a* — 2ad — 2ag + bg +dg) = 0.

The components of 31 which consist of c.ss. with less than 21 lines and only one singular point
correspond to the factors 2a — g, 2a — d, d — g, respectively;
ii) the degenerate locus of IP% p is

Yo: bd(a—d)(2a—d)(2a—d+b)(b+d)=0.

Its components consisting of c.ss. with less than 16 lines and only two singular points correspond to the
factors d and a — d, respectively;
iii) the degenerate locus of IP’lc~7 p.E IS
23 : b(a+b)(2a+b) =0.

Its component consisting of c.ss. with less than 12 lines and only three singular points corresponds to
the factor 2a + b. O

A detailed study of the two families arising in 6.4 ) from the conditions g = 2a and d = 2a on P%,,
which are:
wy: 2a(x —y)(x+t)(y—2) +blx —t)(xz +yt) +d(y — z)(xz+yt) =0

39



and
wy: 2ay(t—z)(x—y+z+t)+o(t—x)(zz+yt)+glx —y+z+t)(zz—yt) =0

respectively, shows that they are projectively equivalent, i.e. for almost each S € w; there exists a c.s.
T € wy which is p.e. to S. Indeed, if we call aq,by, g1 the parameters of wy instead of a, b, g (to distinguish
them from the parameters of wy ), we substitute

(2a1 — g1)(2a1 — g1 + b1)

N =

1
a= 191(2% —g1+b1), b=bi(ar—q), d=

in w; and we move the resulting c.s. by the change of coordinates:

0 (a1 —91)(2a1 —g1) (91 — a1)(2a1 — g1) 0
A = 0 (2a1 - 91)2 0 0
0 4b1(a1 — 91) (20,1 — g1)2 O 0

—~

2(g1 —a1)(2a1 — g1 +b1) (a1 —g1)(2a1 —g1) (91 —a1)(2a1 —g1) 2(g1 — a1)(2a1 — g1 + b1)

we obtain the generic element of ws. Let us sketch the techniques used to obtain this result. First we need
the following notion (which will also be used in the sequel):

Definition. Suppose that S is a cubic surface passing through L* and that some vertices of L* are singular
points for S. An L-set L’ := (my,...,m5) C S is called a singular L-set if the same vertices of L’ are singular
points for S i.e. if [; N l; is singular, then also m; Nm,; is singular.

In order to show that w; and we are projectively equivalent, we compute all the lines of wq (their
number is 15) and collect all the singular L-sets of the generic element of this family (their number is
144). Successively we compute the matrix A which maps L*(C w;) into a fixed singular L-set (C ws), we
move wy by the change of coordinates A (obtaining, say A(w;)) and we check if there exists a solution in
a,b,d,ay,b1,¢1 to the equation A(wy) = ws. In this way, choosing a suitable singular L-set of lines, we
find the above transformation and the above matrix Ag. (Note that the determinant of Ay is contained in
the degenerate locus of wsy, hence it is easy to see that the projectivity Ag is defined exactly outside the
degenerate loci of wy and wsy).

In the sequel the two dimensional linear space given by ws will be denoted by ]P’2C and its generic element
by TIQ(av b, g)'

Concerning the condition d = g (arising in 6.4 7)) imposed on the cubic surfaces of P%,, it gives in general
a family of cubic surfaces with two singular points, (hence considered in 7)), unless g = 2a. In this case the
two singular points are coincident and we get the following family of cubic surfaces, singular only at C' and
having 10 lines:

Tie(a,b) : 2ax(y—z2)(x—y+z+t)+b{t—2z)(yt+22)=0

which will be denoted by Plc. Its degenerate locus is defined by ab = 0 and consists only of two reducible
C.sS.

Concerning the case ii), the two conditions a = d and d = 0 give rise to two one-dimensional families
of cubic surfaces which are projectively equivalent (one can see this with the same techniques used to show
that w; and wy are p.e.). Hence we define P, 1, to be one of the two families (e.g. the second one) whose
equation is:

Ti7(a,b) . 2a(x —y)(xz +t)(y — 2) + b(z — t)(yt + zz) = 0.

Case iii) of Proposition 6.4: the condition b = —2a gives precisely one cubic surface with 3 singular
points (the points C, D, E) which is:

T 2%y —22%2 — xy® + ayz — y?t + yzt +yt* = 0.
In this way, the above arguments, together with 6.1 and 6.4, give the Proof of Theorem 1.9.

Now we summarize the properties of the obtained families of type P, by listing their degenerate loci
¥ (IP?), the number of singularities and lines contained in any surface of P*\ 3(P?) and the number of singular
L-sets of the general element of each family.
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Finally we list also the stabilizer groups Stab(S) of the general surface S of each family P*. In order to
compute these groups we proceed as usual: clearly Stab(S) is contained in the set of all matrices, say gr/,
which map L* into another singular L-set, say L', of S. Thus it is enough to compute all the singular L-sets:

{L1,...,L;} and the corresponding matrices gy, ..., gr,; among them we choose those that stabilize S.
c.s. | equations | f sing’s | g lines | deg.locus | f sing. L-sets | stabilizer
Tgl(a, b, d, g) €q1 1 21 21 720 Id
Tao(a,b,d)  eqo 2 16 S 48 S5 (g5”)

€41 ’
Tiglabg) o 1 15 s 144 1d
Tys(a,b) eqs 3 12 s 12 $a(g8"™) x (6519
Ti7(a, b) eqz,d = P 11 A 12 Id
€q1 L
Ty6(a, b) d—g=0 1 10 g 8 Sa(g8"®)
20 —g=0
Tis eqs 4 9 - 24 Sa(g5™.95'”)
€43 _ (14)
Ta %a+b=0 ° 8 2 Sa(g2 )
where
¥ bgla—g)(2a—g)(2a+b—g) =0, ¥4 ab(2a +b) =0, ¥/ :ab=0
and
2d(a — d) 0 0 0
@) | —-0b-d(a—d) 2(a—d)? -2(a—d)? (a—d)(b+d)
g2 = —a(b—d)  2a(a—2d) —2(a—d)?  a(b+d)
0 0 0 2d(a — d)
-1 0 0 0 (a+b)(2a +b) 0 0 0
agy [ 0O -1 0 0 as) _ (a+b)a —(a+b)? (a+b)? (a+0b)?
92 =1 o 0o -1 0 B T —a? (3a+2b)a (a+b)? —(a+b)a
0 -1 1 1 (2a +b)a —(2a + b)? 0 0
2a 0 0 0
) 0 2¢ 0 0
92 b—2a 4a —2a —-b—2a |’
0 0 0 2a
10 0 0 01 0 O -1 0 0 0
asy [0 1 0 0 as) _ |1 0 0 O a9y | 0 -1 0 O
27100 -1o0)] % Tlooo 1] Tlo o -10
0O 0 0 1 00 1 O o -1 1 1

The study of the orbit of the general element of each family P® introduced above is similar to that

described in the case of smooth c.ss. (see Section 4) and in the case of the family Ti3(p, q) (see Section 5,
third example). Let S be the general element of one of the families P listed in the above table and G be the
group of the permutations of the lines of S (hence preserving their incidence relations and singular points):
since S is generic, we can assume that G depends only on P*.
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Here the whole group G can be embedded in PGL, (while we recall that in the case of smooth c.ss. only
an index two subgroup of E¢ could be considered as a group of projectivities). This is essentially due to the
fact that the map

G>3g — g(L")

is a one-to—one correspondence between G and the set of singular L-sets of S. Indeed, one can directly
verify that, taking the five lines of L*, computing res (/;,1,) and the residual lines of each couple of incident
lines arising in this way, one obtains all the 21 (resp. 16,...,8) lines of S. This means that the choice of a
singular L-set induces a labeling on all the lines of S, i.e. determines an element of G.

Then we can proceed as in the case of smooth c.ss. and define an anti-monomorphism G — PGL4 by
g A;', where Ay is the unique projectivity mapping L* to g(L*).

In this way G acts on (an open subset of) P* via the map

G xP°*—P*, givenby (g,9)— A;'(9)
so the intersection of the orbit Og of S (under the action of PGL4) with P? is given by:
05 NP> = 0§ NP = 05515 A ps.

Therefore b (sing. L-sets}
sing. L-sets

OsNP¥) =

#H(Os NP Stab(S)]

and this number can be computed from the above table.

Finally, since each stabilizer listed above is a finite group, then the orbit Og of the general element S € P*
has dimension 15.
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B=(pu+qu—(p+quw)w
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o

&

S

o

Ey

Fye

G

Fip

Gs

E,; =10,0,1,0,0,0], G4=10,0,0,0,0,1], FE»=1[0,0,0,1,0,0]
Gs =[1,1,0,0,—1,—1], Es;=1[0,1,—1,1,—1,0]

c2,ce, 0,0, ce, e

[ g

[c?,¢f,0,0, Cf,f]

[0,0,0,bc — 2 +ef,—cd+ef+c cle+ f—d)

[0,bc+c® +ef,—c? —cd +ef,0,0,(— b+e+f) q]

[0,—bc+c? —ef,c?+cd—ef,—bc+c? —ef,c®+cd— ef,c(d+ b))

[bc — 2 +ef,bc — 2 + ef, (c—e)(c—f),(),bc—ce—cf+2ef,bc—ce—cf—|—2€f]

[c(bc — c* +ef),e(bc—c* +ef), (c—e)(cd — cf —ef),0,c2(e — f —b), ce(e — b)]

[e(be — 2 +ef), f(bc—c* +ef),(c— f)(cd—ce —ef),0,c*(f —e—1b),cf(f —e—b)]

(4 cd—ef)e,(d—e+ f)c?,0,—(c+e)(bec —cf +ef),(c®+cd—ef)e, (d— e+ f)ce]

[(c2+cd—ef)e,(d— f+e)c?,0, —(c—l—f)(bc—ce+ef),(02—I—cd—ef)f,(d—f+e)c 11

[02+cd—ef,—cd+ce—|—cf+26f, J(ct+e)e+ f),—c? —cd+ef,ed—ce—cf —2ef]

[e(bc — cd +2ef), 2f—02d+bce—|—62f,(c—e)(cd—cf—ef),

(c+e)(bc—cf +ef),c2f —bc? — cde + e f,ce(2f —d — b)]

[e(be —cd +2ef),c?e — 2d + bef +ef?, (c— f)(cd — ce — ef),
(c+ f)(bc — ce +ef),c?e — bc? — cdf +ef?, cf(2e — b — d)]

0, (c — 1)(be —cf + ef)ed — cf — ef), (f — Ned — cf — )2, ~(c+ flbe - cf +ef),
(c+ F)be — cf +ef)ed — of — ef), 2(be — cf +ef)(ed — cf — ef)f]

[0, (c — e)(be — ce + ef)(cd — ce — ef), (e — ¢)(cd — ce — ef)?, —(c + e)(bc — ce + ef)?,
(c+e)(bc—ce+ef)(cd—ce—ef),2(bc—ce+ef)(cd —ce — ef)e]

[2(be — cd + 2ef), —bc2d + b f + bc?e — cef + fe*c — cdef + beef + f2ec + €2 f?,
(cd—ce—ef)(cd—cf —ef),—(bc—cf + ef)(bc — ce + ef),
ef — cAdf — c?de + bc*d + fe?c+ fPec+ cdef — beef — e f2, (be — cd + 2ef )ef]

[2(c? + cd —ef)(be — 2 +ef)c?, (* + ed — ef ) (be — ¢ + ef)(c* + ce + cf —ef),
(+ed—ef)*(c—e)(c—f),—(cte)(ct flbc—c? +ef)?,
—(?+ced—ef)(®—ce—cf —ef)(bc—c?+ef),2(c* + cd —ef)(bc —  + ef)ef]

[0, (c+ f)(c—fled —cf —ef)(be—c? +ef),(c— f)*(c* + cd — ef)(cd — cf —ef),

(c+ f)2(be —cf +ef)(=bc+c? —ef),—(c+ f)c— f)(c®+cd —ef)(be — cf +ef),
—(c+ (e = )b +bef + *d —2c2 f — cdf + 2ef?)e]

[0,(c+e)(c—e)(cd—ce—ef)(bc—c +ef),(c—e)*(c* + cd — ef)(cd — ce — ef),
(c+e)2(bc—ce+ef)(—bc+c? —ef),—(c+e)(c—e)(c®+cd—ef)(bec— ce +ef),
—(c+e)(c—e)(be? + bee + c*d — 2c%e — cde + 2e2f) f]

[(be — 2 + ef)?(bc — cd + 2ef), (be — c® + ef ) (bc — ce — cf + 2ef)(be — cd + 2ef), 0,
2(bc — c +ef)(bec —cf +ef)(bc — ce +ef),

—(bc — 2+ ef)(b%c® + bc?d — bcke — be f — c2de — 2df + 2c%ef + 2cdef — 2e2f?),
—(bc — ce — cf + 2ef)(b%c® + bc2d — bee — be f — c?de — df + 2c2ef + 2cdef — 2e2 £2))]

[(c®+cd—ef)(bc—cd + 2ef)*(—bc+ 2 —ef),

(be — cd + 2ef)(—2bcef — 22 f2 + (—=b—d +2e)*f + (b+ d)(d — e)c?)(bc — ¢ + ef), 0,0,
(2 +cd—ef)(be —cd +2ef)(2cdef — 22 f2 — (b+d — 2e)c?f — (=b+e)(b+d)c?),
—(bc®d — bc?e — b f — 2bcef + c2d? — c2de — c2df + 2c%ef — 22 f?)

(b2c® 4+ bc?d — bete — be f — c?de — 2df + 2c%ef + 2cdef — 2€%f?)]

[(c> +cd—ef)?(bc—cd +2ef),

—(c2 +cd — ef)(bcd — bce — b f — 2bcef + c2d? — c2de — 2df + 2c%ef — 2e2 £2),
2(c? +cd —ef)(ed — ce — ef)(cd — cf —ef),0,
—(c2+cd—ef)(cd —ce — cf —2ef)(bc —cd +2ef),

(cd — ce — cf —2ef)(bc’d — bc?e — b f — 2bcef + c2d? — c2de — c2df + 2c%ef — 22 f?)]

Table 2
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