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Farm Structures  
 

• Farm structures refer to the physical buildings 
and facilities on a farm that are designed to 
support agricultural activities. These 
structures are essential for various functions 
such as sheltering animals, storing equipment 
and supplies, processing crops, and providing 
living quarters for farm workers.  
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common farm structures: 

 
 • Barns: Barns are large buildings used for housing livestock, storing feed, and 

storing equipment. They come in various styles and sizes depending on the type 
and scale of the farm operation. 

• Sheds: Sheds are smaller structures used for storing tools, equipment, and 
supplies. They can also serve as workshops or shelters for smaller animals. 

• Silos: Silos are tall cylindrical structures used for storing silage, hay, grain, or other 
animal feed. They help preserve feed by keeping it dry and protected from pests. 

• Greenhouses: Greenhouses are enclosed structures with transparent walls and 
roofs that allow sunlight to enter. They are used for growing plants in a controlled 
environment, extending the growing season, and protecting crops from adverse 
weather conditions. 

• Poultry Houses: Poultry houses are specialized structures designed for raising 
chickens, ducks, turkeys, or other poultry species. They provide shelter, nesting 
areas, and ventilation systems to maintain optimal conditions for poultry health 
and productivity. 

• Dairy Facilities: Dairy farms may have specific structures such as milking parlors, 
milk storage tanks, and cooling rooms for storing and processing milk. 
 

Dr.K.Radhika/ASP/SNSCT 3 



• Farmhouses: Farmhouses are residential buildings where farm 
owners or workers live. They often include living quarters, kitchens, 
and sometimes office spaces. 

• Fencing and Enclosures: Fences and enclosures are essential for 
defining property boundaries, separating different areas of the 
farm, and containing livestock. 

• Irrigation Systems: While not strictly structures, irrigation systems 
are critical for supplying water to crops, especially in areas with 
limited rainfall. These systems may include pumps, pipes, sprinklers, 
and drip lines. 

• Processing Facilities: Larger farms may have processing facilities for 
cleaning, sorting, packaging, and storing harvested crops or 
products such as fruits, vegetables, or grains. 
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• Farm Roads: 

• Purpose: Farm roads are essential for 
providing access to different areas of the farm, 
facilitating the movement of vehicles, 
equipment, and workers. 
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Machinery and implement shed 

• A machinery and implement shed is a structure typically found on farms or 
agricultural properties where various equipment, tools, and machinery are 
stored and maintained. These sheds are essential for protecting valuable 
assets from the elements, theft, and damage, while also providing a 
centralized location for easy access when needed. 

• Here are some key features and purposes of a machinery and implement 
shed: 

• Storage: The primary function of these sheds is to provide ample storage 
space for farm machinery such as tractors, combines, plows, cultivators, 
and other implements like seeders, sprayers, and harvesters. Storing these 
items indoors helps prolong their lifespan by protecting them from 
weather-related deterioration. 

• Maintenance: Machinery sheds often include workspaces and facilities for 
performing routine maintenance and repairs on agricultural equipment. 
Having a designated area for maintenance tasks ensures that machinery 
remains in optimal condition, reducing downtime and costly repairs. 
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• Organization: Proper organization within the shed is crucial for 
efficient operations. Implement sheds typically feature shelving, 
racks, and designated parking areas for different types of machinery 
and implements, making it easy for farmers and workers to locate 
and access specific items when needed. 

• Security: Investing in a secure machinery shed helps safeguard 
expensive equipment from theft and vandalism. Many sheds are 
equipped with locks, security systems, and sturdy construction 
materials to deter unauthorized access and protect valuable assets. 

• Safety: By storing machinery in a dedicated shed, farmers can 
reduce the risk of accidents and injuries associated with leaving 
equipment exposed to the elements or scattered around the farm. 
Proper storage also helps prevent tripping hazards and ensures that 
dangerous implements are kept out of reach when not in use. 
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Protected Cultivation  

• Protected cultivation refers to the practice of 
growing plants within controlled 
environments to optimize growth conditions 
and protect crops from adverse weather, 
pests, and diseases. This method of cultivation 
is commonly used in agriculture to extend the 
growing season, improve crop quality and 
yield, and reduce dependency on 
unpredictable environmental factors. 
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Key aspects of protected cultivation: 

 
 • Structures: Protected cultivation relies on various structures to create 

controlled environments. Greenhouses, polytunnels, shade houses, and 
high tunnels are examples of structures used to shelter plants from 
excessive rain, wind, temperature fluctuations, and pests. These structures 
are typically made of materials such as glass, plastic, or mesh and may be 
permanent or temporary. 

• Environmental Control: One of the primary advantages of protected 
cultivation is the ability to manipulate environmental factors such as 
temperature, humidity, light, and air quality. Growers can use heating, 
cooling, ventilation, shading, and irrigation systems to create optimal 
growing conditions for specific crops throughout the year. 

• Crop Selection: Protected cultivation allows for the cultivation of a wide 
range of crops that may not thrive in open-field conditions or in certain 
climates. This includes fruits, vegetables, herbs, flowers, and ornamental 
plants. Growers can select crops that are well-suited to the controlled 
environment and market demand. 
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• Crop Management: Managing crops in protected environments involves 
careful monitoring of plant health, irrigation, fertilization, and pest 
control. Growers may use techniques such as hydroponics, aquaponics, 
and soilless cultivation to optimize resource use and crop growth. 
Integrated pest management (IPM) strategies are often employed to 
minimize the use of chemical pesticides and promote ecological balance. 

• Season Extension: Protected cultivation enables growers to extend the 
growing season beyond the natural limitations of outdoor conditions. By 
providing a sheltered environment, crops can be planted earlier in the 
spring and harvested later in the fall or even year-round in some regions. 
This allows for continuous production and a more reliable supply of fresh 
produce. 

• Quality and Yield: By controlling environmental factors and minimizing 
stressors, protected cultivation can lead to higher-quality crops with 
improved taste, appearance, and nutritional value. Additionally, the 
consistent conditions provided by protected environments can increase 
crop yields compared to traditional open-field farming methods. 
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Greenhouses, polyhouses, and shade nets  

• Greenhouses: 
– Greenhouses are enclosed structures with transparent 

walls (typically made of glass or plastic) that allow sunlight 
to enter while trapping heat inside. 

– They provide protection from adverse weather conditions 
such as wind, rain, frost, and extreme temperatures. 

– Greenhouses can be used to extend the growing season, 
allowing for year-round cultivation in some climates. 

– The controlled environment within a greenhouse enables 
growers to manipulate factors like temperature, humidity, 
and light to optimize plant growth. 

– They are commonly used for growing a wide range of 
crops, including vegetables, fruits, flowers, and herbs. 
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• Polyhouses (Polytunnels): 
– Polyhouses, also known as polytunnels or high tunnels, are 

similar to greenhouses but typically have a simpler structure 
made of metal hoops covered with plastic film. 

– They offer protection from weather conditions and create a 
microclimate favorable for plant growth. 

– Polyhouses are more cost-effective than traditional greenhouses 
and are often used for seasonal or temporary cultivation. 

– They provide a semi-controlled environment, allowing some 
airflow through the structure while still protecting crops from 
wind, rain, and temperature extremes. 

– Polyhouses are commonly used for growing vegetables, berries, 
and other crops, particularly in regions with harsh climates or 
short growing seasons. 

 

Dr.K.Radhika/ASP/SNSCT 12 



• Shade Nets: 
– Shade nets are structures made of woven synthetic material that 

provide shade to plants while still allowing airflow and some light 
penetration. 

– They are used to protect crops from excessive sunlight, heat, and UV 
radiation, particularly in hot climates or during periods of intense 
sunlight. 

– Shade nets come in various shading percentages, allowing growers to 
adjust the amount of light and heat reaching the plants. 

– They are commonly used for shading nursery plants, young seedlings, 
delicate ornamental plants, and crops that are sensitive to sunburn or 
heat stress. 

– Shade nets are often installed over rows of plants or as temporary 
covers on existing structures to provide protection during critical 
growth stages. 
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Farm machinery 

•  
Farm machinery encompasses a wide range of equipment used in agriculture to perform various 
tasks involved in crop production, land preparation, cultivation, harvesting, and post-harvest 
processing. These machines are essential for increasing efficiency, reducing labor requirements, 
and maximizing productivity in modern agricultural operations. Here are some common types of 
farm machinery: 

• Tractors: Tractors are versatile vehicles equipped with an engine and wheels or tracks, used for 
pulling or powering a variety of implements and machinery. They are essential for tasks such as 
plowing, tilling, planting, cultivating, spraying, and hauling. 

• Plows: Plows are implements attached to tractors or other vehicles used to turn and loosen soil, 
preparing it for planting by burying weeds and incorporating organic matter. 

• Harvesters: Harvesters are specialized machines designed to efficiently harvest crops such as 
grains, fruits, vegetables, and forage. Examples include combine harvesters for grain crops, cotton 
pickers, potato harvesters, and grape harvesters. 

• Planters and Seeders: Planters and seeders are machines used to sow seeds in the soil at precise 
intervals and depths, ensuring optimal plant spacing and germination rates. They are commonly 
used for planting crops like corn, soybeans, wheat, and vegetables. 

• Sprayers: Sprayers are used to apply fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides, and other chemicals to crops 
for pest control, weed management, and nutrient supplementation. They come in various types, 
including boom sprayers, airblast sprayers, and handheld sprayers. 

• Cultivators: Cultivators are implements used to break up soil crust, control weeds, and aerate the 
soil around growing plants. They can be mounted on tractors or operated as standalone machines. 
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• Balers and Hay Equipment: Balers are machines used to compress and bundle 
crops such as hay, straw, and silage into manageable and transportable units for 
storage and feeding livestock. Hay equipment includes mowers, tedders, rakes, 
and haybines used in haymaking operations. 

• Livestock Equipment: Livestock farming requires specialized machinery for tasks 
such as feeding, milking, manure handling, and barn cleaning. Examples include 
feed mixers, milking machines, barn cleaners, and livestock trailers. 

• Irrigation Equipment: Irrigation systems deliver water to crops through various 
methods such as sprinklers, drip lines, and center pivots. Irrigation equipment 
includes pumps, pipes, valves, and controllers used to manage water distribution 
efficiently. 

• Grain Handling and Storage: Grain handling equipment includes grain augers, 
conveyors, elevators, and grain bins used to transport, store, and handle harvested 
grain safely and efficiently. 

• Post-harvest Equipment: Post-harvest machinery is used for cleaning, sorting, 
grading, drying, and processing harvested crops to prepare them for storage, 
marketing, and consumption. Examples include grain dryers, fruit sorters, 
vegetable washers, and packing machines. 
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Power Tiller 

• A power tiller, also known as a rotary tiller or 
rotavator, is a versatile agricultural machine 
used for soil preparation, cultivation, and 
weed control in small to medium-sized farms 
and gardens. It consists of a gasoline or diesel 
engine mounted on a frame with rotating 
blades or tines attached to a shaft. 
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functions of a power tiller: 
 

• Soil Preparation: Power tillers are primarily used for breaking up and aerating the 
soil prior to planting. The rotating blades or tines penetrate the soil, breaking up 
clods and loosening compacted soil to create a smooth and uniform seedbed. 

• Cultivation: Power tillers are also used for cultivating the soil between rows of 
crops to control weeds, improve soil structure, and promote moisture retention. 
They can be adjusted to different depths and widths to suit the specific 
requirements of different crops. 

• Versatility: Power tillers come in various sizes and configurations, ranging from 
small walk-behind models to larger tractor-mounted units. Some models are 
equipped with adjustable attachments and accessories, such as plows, harrows, 
cultivators, and seeders, which allow them to perform multiple tasks with a single 
machine. 

• Ease of Use: Power tillers are relatively easy to operate, requiring minimal training 
and physical effort compared to traditional hand tools or animal-drawn 
implements. They are typically equipped with user-friendly controls, ergonomic 
handles, and safety features to ensure safe and efficient operation. 

Dr.K.Radhika/ASP/SNSCT 17 



• Efficiency: Power tillers are efficient machines that can cover large 
areas of land quickly and effectively, saving time and labor 
compared to manual labor or traditional methods of soil 
preparation. They are particularly useful in areas with limited 
manpower or resources. 

• Cost-Effectiveness: While the initial investment in a power tiller 
may be higher than traditional implements, the long-term cost 
benefits are significant, as they can increase productivity, reduce 
labor costs, and improve crop yields over time. 

• Adaptability: Power tillers are adaptable to various soil types and 
cropping systems, making them suitable for a wide range of 
agricultural applications, including vegetable farming, horticulture, 
orchard management, and intercropping. 
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Introduction to Tillage implements, Sowing and 
intercultural implements  

• Tillage implements are tools or machines used 
in agriculture to prepare the soil for planting 
by breaking up the soil, controlling weeds, and 
incorporating organic matter. These 
implements are essential for creating a 
suitable seedbed and optimizing conditions 
for seed germination and crop growth. 
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Types of tillage implements: 

 
 • Plows: Plows are among the oldest and most fundamental 

tillage implements used to turn and loosen the soil. They 
consist of a blade or moldboard that cuts through the soil 
and a share or point that penetrates the ground. Plows 
come in various designs, including moldboard plows, disc 
plows, and chisel plows, each suited to different soil types 
and conditions. 

• Harrows: Harrows are implements used to break up clods, 
smooth the soil surface, and control weeds after plowing. 
They typically consist of a series of sharp or blunt teeth 
attached to a frame, which is dragged or towed behind a 
tractor or animal. Harrows come in different types, such as 
disc harrows, tine harrows, and rotary harrows, depending 
on the desired level of soil disturbance and weed control. 
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• Cultivators: Cultivators are implements used for shallow tillage and 
weed control between rows of crops. They consist of multiple rows 
of shanks or tines attached to a frame, which is pulled or pushed 
through the soil. Cultivators loosen the soil, aerate the root zone, 
and uproot weeds without disturbing the crop plants. Cultivators 
can be mounted on tractors or operated as standalone machines. 

• Rotary Tillers: Rotary tillers, also known as rotavators or power 
tillers, are motorized implements equipped with rotating blades or 
tines that break up and mix the soil. They are commonly used for 
seedbed preparation, soil leveling, and weed control in small to 
medium-sized farms and gardens. Rotary tillers are versatile and 
efficient machines that can cover large areas quickly and effectively. 
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Introduction to Sowing and 
Intercultural Implements: 

• Sowing and intercultural implements are tools 
or machines used in agriculture to sow seeds, 
transplant seedlings, and manage crops during 
the growing season. These implements play a 
crucial role in establishing and maintaining 
healthy stands of crops while minimizing 
competition from weeds.  
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types of sowing and intercultural 
implements: 

• Seed Drills: Seed drills are machines used to sow seeds in rows at 
precise depths and spacing. They consist of a seed hopper, metering 
mechanism, seed tubes, and furrow openers that deposit seeds into 
the soil. Seed drills ensure uniform seed placement, optimal seed-
to-soil contact, and efficient use of seeds. 

• Planters: Planters are specialized seed drills designed to sow seeds 
with greater precision and accuracy, especially in row crops such as 
corn, soybeans, and cotton. Planters can be equipped with 
advanced technologies such as GPS guidance, variable rate seeding, 
and seed singulation to optimize planting performance and crop 
establishment. 

• Transplanters: Transplanters are machines used to transplant 
seedlings from nurseries to the field. They consist of a planting 
mechanism, conveyor belts, and seating units that lift and place 
seedlings into the soil at predetermined spacing and depth 
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• Broadcast Seeders: Broadcast seeders are machines used 
to evenly distribute seeds over a wide area of soil. They 
consist of a hopper, seed metering mechanism, and 
spreading mechanism that disperses seeds across the soil 
surface. Broadcast seeders are suitable for sowing cover 
crops, grasses, legumes, and other crops where precise 
seed placement is less critical. 

• Dibble Planters: Dibble planters are specialized implements 
used for planting small seeds or seedlings at precise 
intervals and depths. They consist of dibble wheels or tubes 
that create holes in the soil, into which seeds or seedlings 
are dropped and covered with soil. Dibble planters are 
commonly used for crops like vegetables, flowers, and tree 
seedlings. 
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• Interrow Cultivators: Interrow cultivators are implements used to control weeds 
between rows of crops without damaging the crop plants. They consist of sweeps, 
blades, or tines mounted on a frame that is pulled or pushed between the rows. 
Interrow cultivators mechanically uproot weeds and disturb the soil surface, 
reducing weed competition and improving water and nutrient uptake by the crop 
plants. 

• In-row Weeders: In-row weeders are implements designed to remove weeds 
within the crop rows without harming the crop plants. They use various 
mechanisms such as blades, fingers, brushes, or flames to target and remove 
weeds while avoiding crop damage. In-row weeders are particularly useful for 
precision weed control in row crops like vegetables and specialty crops. 

• Hoes and Hand Tools: Hoes, hand weeders, and other manual tools are commonly 
used for intercultural weed control in small-scale farming systems. These tools are 
effective for removing weeds close to crop plants and in hard-to-reach areas 
where machinery cannot operate. Hand tools are also used for thinning seedlings, 
transplanting, and other manual tasks in crop production. 
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Plant protection and Harvesting 
machinery 

• Plant protection and harvesting machinery are 
essential components of modern agriculture, 
aiding in crop protection from pests and 
diseases, as well as the efficient harvesting of 
crops. 
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Plant Protection Machinery: 
 

• Sprayers: Sprayers are used to apply pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, and other 
plant protection products to crops. They come in various types, including boom 
sprayers, airblast sprayers, and mist blowers, and are mounted on tractors or 
carried by operators. Sprayers ensure uniform coverage of plant protection 
products over large areas, helping to control pests and diseases effectively. 

• Dusters: Dusters, also known as powder applicators or dust spreaders, are used to 
apply powdered pesticides or insecticides to crops. They distribute the powder 
evenly over the foliage of plants, targeting pests such as insects and mites. Dusters 
are commonly used in orchards, vineyards, and other perennial crops. 

• Foggers: Foggers, or fogging machines, are used to create a fine mist or fog of 
insecticides or fungicides that can penetrate dense foliage and reach pests hiding 
on the undersides of leaves. Foggers are especially effective for controlling flying 
insects and diseases in greenhouses, nurseries, and enclosed spaces. 

• Traps and Monitoring Devices: Traps and monitoring devices are used to detect 
and monitor the presence of pests in agricultural fields. They include pheromone 
traps, sticky traps, and insect monitoring stations that attract and capture pests, 
allowing farmers to assess pest populations and implement appropriate control 
measures. 
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Harvesting Machinery: 
 

• Combine Harvesters: Combine harvesters, also known as combines, are 
versatile machines used to harvest grains such as wheat, barley, corn, and 
rice. They perform multiple functions, including cutting, threshing, 
separating, and cleaning the grain from the crop, all in one pass. Combine 
harvesters significantly increase harvesting efficiency and reduce labor 
requirements compared to traditional methods. 

• Forage Harvesters: Forage harvesters are specialized machines used to 
harvest forage crops such as grasses, legumes, and corn for silage or 
fodder. They cut, chop, and collect the crop, reducing it into smaller pieces 
suitable for livestock feed. Forage harvesters are commonly used in dairy 
and livestock farming operations. 

• Fruit Harvesters: Fruit harvesters are machines designed to harvest fruits 
from orchards and vineyards efficiently. They come in various types, 
including mechanical shakers, vacuum harvesters, and picking platforms, 
depending on the type of fruit and harvesting method. Fruit harvesters 
reduce labor costs and minimize damage to fruits during harvesting. 
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• Vegetable Harvesters: Vegetable harvesters are machines 
used to harvest vegetables such as potatoes, carrots, 
lettuce, and onions. They may employ different 
mechanisms such as blades, belts, or rollers to cut, lift, and 
separate the vegetables from the soil. Vegetable harvesters 
are essential for large-scale commercial vegetable 
production. 

• Grape Harvesters: Grape harvesters are specialized 
machines used to harvest grapes from vineyards for wine, 
juice, or fresh consumption. They can be either mechanical 
harvesters that shake the vines to dislodge the grapes or 
selective harvesters that handpick individual clusters. Grape 
harvesters improve efficiency and reduce labor costs in 
vineyard operations. 
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