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Airspeed indicators are crucial instruments in aircraft, providing real-time information 

about the speed at which the aircraft is moving through the air. Here's an overview of 

airspeed indicators: 

 

Function: 

 Measure Airspeed: Airspeed indicators measure the speed at which air is 

flowing over the aircraft's wings, known as indicated airspeed (IAS). 

 Indicate Relative Speed: Indicated airspeed is not the same as ground speed, as 

it is affected by wind and other atmospheric conditions. 

Description: 

 Display: Typically displayed in knots (nautical miles per hour) or miles per hour. 

 Components: Consists of a pressure sensor (pitot tube) and a static port, 

connected to a diaphragm or aneroid capsule that moves a needle on a dial. 

 Calibration: Must be calibrated to correct for errors at different altitudes and 

airspeeds. 
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Types of Airspeed: 

1. Indicated Airspeed (IAS): The speed shown on the airspeed indicator. 

2. Calibrated Airspeed (CAS): IAS corrected for instrument and installation 

errors. 

3. True Airspeed (TAS): CAS corrected for altitude and non-standard temperature. 

4. Ground Speed (GS): TAS corrected for wind effects to determine the actual 

speed over the ground. 

Importance: 

 Safety: Critical for maintaining safe speeds during different phases of flight, 

including takeoff, climb, cruise, descent, and landing. 

 Performance: Affects aircraft performance, including lift, drag, and fuel 

efficiency. 

 Stall Prevention: Helps prevent stalls by providing information on the aircraft's 

minimum safe flying speed. 
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Special Considerations: 

 Pitot-Static System: The system that provides air pressure to the airspeed 

indicator, altimeter, and vertical speed indicator. 

 Errors: Can be affected by blockages or icing of the pitot tube, leading to 

inaccurate readings. 

 Regulations: Airspeed limits are specified for different phases of flight to ensure 

safety. 

Conclusion: 

Airspeed indicators are essential instruments in aircraft, providing critical information 

for safe and efficient flight. Pilots rely on airspeed indicators to maintain safe speeds 

and ensure optimal performance throughout the flight. 

 

 


